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Valenti - Direct - Argentieri 


(Outside the presence of the jury.) 
THE COURT: Is everybody ready? 
MS. MACEDONIO: Yes. 
(In the presence of the jury.) 

THE COURT: Please be seated. Good morning, ladies 
and gentlemen. 

THE JURORS COLLECTIVELY: Good morning. 

THE COURT: Ms. Argentieri. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Thank you. 
GASPER VALENTI, 
resumes the witness stand, having been previously duly sworn, 
was examined, and testified further as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MS. ARGENTIERI: 
Q Sir, I just want to remind you, you're still under oath. 


A Yes. 


Q Before we continue recording, I wanted to ask you a few 


questions. 
Are you familiar with Aim Reality, A-i-m, Reality? 
Yes. 
Did you have a relative that worked there? 
Yes. 
What relative? 
My sister. 


What's her name? 
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A Maryann. 

Q What's her last name? 

A Valenti. 

Q You testified that you were married sometime in the 60s. 
Was it the 60s or 70s? 

Mid 60s. 

Who were you married to? 
Linda. 

What was her last name? 
Bobarino. 

Did she have any sisters? 
Yes. 

What were their names? 


Margie, Marie, Christina, and Dolores. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And, then, are you related to a family with the last name 
Palmeri? 

A Yes. 

Q How? 

A My sister's husband. 
Q Which sister? 
A Ann. 

Q Over your life, have you driven cars that were registered 
in other people's names? 

A Yes. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Judge, I'd like to show some photos 
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just to the witness. 


Q 


THE COURT: Okay. 


Just say whether or not you recognize what's in the 


photo. 


Yes. 

That's Government Exhibit 115. You recognize? 

Yes. 

Government Exhibit 116? 

Yes. 

123A? 

Yes. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: I move to admit 115, 116 and 123A. 
THE COURT: Admitted. You may publish. 


(Government's Exhibit 115, 116, 123A were received 


in evidence.) 


Q 


> o F D >È OD YF D 


Showing you Government Exhibit 115 -- 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Everybody see that? 
-- what is that a photo of? 
Club, one of the clubs on 87th Street. 
Whose club? 
The defendant's. 
And in what time period? 


80s. 


And you see this building here, with the white stone? 


Yes. 
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What was that? 

Club. 

What was it before it was a club? 

A restaurant. 

What restaurant? 

Balagio Italia (phonetic). 

Is that a restaurant you testified about before? 
Yes. 

Who owned that restaurant? 

Dominick Cataldo. 

This over here, what is that? 

A tire shop. 

Did the defendant have any businesses around this club? 
The fence company. 

Showing you Government Exhibit 116, what is that? 


The fence company. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Is it sort of to the side? Where is it located in 
relation to the club? 

A Around the corner. 

Q What was the name of the fence company at the period of 
time this photo was taken? 

A Astro. 

Q Showing you Government Exhibit 12A -- sorry. Let me back 
it up. What is that? 


A It's a little coffee shop. 
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And where was that located in relation to the club and 


the fence company? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Half a block. 

Can you describe sort of -- 

Half -- across the street. 

And was this area located sort of in a triangle? 
Yes. 


Okay. I'm now going to continue with recordings. 


Showing you Government Exhibit 239 in evidence, is this a 


recording you made on December 6th, 2011? 


A 


Yes. 


MS. ARGENTIERI: Can everyone turn to tab 239 in 


their binder. 


D > OD F DOD >È D PR OD 


(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Who did you record on that day? 
The defendant. 
Where were you physically located during that recording? 
In the car. 
Where were you going? 
To collect money from this guy Marcus, from the car lot. 
And who did he owe money to? 
Richie Glencove. 


Is that a recording we listened to yesterday, where the 


defendant told you that Richie Glencove was owed $780? 


A 


Yes. 
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And what is this piece of paper that's referred to? 
The name and address of the place. 

What place? 

The car lot. 

And why were you there? 

To take a ride with him. 

Who asked you to do that? 

The defendant. 

And who was going to collect the money? 


The defendant. 


D > OD F D F D È OD YF OD 


At line 13, the defendant says, "I don't know how I'm 
going to do this here. Am I just going to go in as a 
customer?" 

What did you understand him to mean? 
A Well, he didn't know how to go in, just walk in the 
place, a customer, and ask for the guy. 


What was the concern? 


That the guy would know who he is. 


And what? 
And he would deny, you know, that it was him, because the 
defendant didn't know the guy. 
Q That he would try to avoid him? 
A Right. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: We could turn to page 3 and play 


clip two, please. 
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MS. MACEDONIO: Judge, could we have a brief 
I'm sorry. 
THE COURT: Yes. 

(Sidebar. ) 


(Outside the presence of the jury.) 


NICOLE CANALES, CSR, RPR 


O Oo © N QO oO A O Na 


N N N N NNa à a a a a a a a SE 
an A O N > FD O © N FDO OA Aà O Na 


Sidebar 


(Sidebar. ) 
MS. MACEDONIO: So I'm confused as to where we're 


going, because it seems to me you're proving up an uncharged 


404(b) crime. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: He's going to testify about the 
collection they did. We provided the transcripts. We 
provided -- there was going to be additional acts in there. 
think this is -- this is proof of the enterprise. It's 
showing that -- 

THE COURT: I don't have any problem. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Okay. 


(Sidebar concluded. ) 
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(In the presence of the jury.) 
MS. ARGENTIERI: If you could start from the 
beginning. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 


Q At the top of page 3, when the defendant says to you, 


"That's the main thing. We got to stay out of jail. No cases 


you got pending, no cases I got pending," what did you 
understand him to mean? 
A To stay out of jail. If we stay out of jail, we can 
earn. 
Q Then at the bottom of that page, he says, "Jerry turned 
me down. Do you believe it? He needed 10,000. I got it in 
two minutes for him. He needed 10,000. I got it in two 
minutes for him. I gave him Bam." 
Who is Bam? 
Bam Cotrone. He owns the auto collision. 
"I gave him that kid Mike. Mike was with me." 
What did you understand him to mean Mike was with 
him? 


A Mike Padavona was an associate of Vinny's. 


Q And when he said, "I gave him Mike,’ 


what did you 
understand him to be saying? 

A He gave Mike to Jerry. 

Q Same thing with Bam? 


A Yes. 
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Q Then he says, "I gave him earners. I gave him all 
earners." 
What did you have understand that to mean? 
Guys that were moneymakers. 
Was Bam a moneymaker? 
Yes. 
Then you say, "I'd like to go to Padavona." 
What were you going to do? 
Borrow money from him. 
Then you says, "He was friendly with me at the wedding." 
What wedding? 
Jerry's daughter. 
You previously testified about that? 
Yes. 
Then you say -- then the defendant says, "He was sucking 
He was sucking up because he knows I'm close with you, 
that you would tell me he's all right or something." 


What did the defendant mean? 


A That Mike was being nice to me so that I would let the 


defendant know that he's okay, you know, he's a nice guy. 

Q Would that be important for Mike Padavona? 

A Yes. 

Q On the next page, you talk about Mike and Bam at the 
wending, and the defendant says, "He owes Bam 90. He owes Bam 


90." 
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What was your understanding of what the defendant 
was referring to? 
A That Padavona owes Bam 90,000. 
Q Is that something that came up in a prior recording your 
testified about? 
A Yes. 


Where Vinny had sat down about it? 


Q 
A Yes. 
Q 


Then you say, "He must be earning with it." 
What did you mean? 

Shylooking. 

Padavona was shylocking? 

Yes. 

Is that a way that organized crime makes money? 

Yes. 

And then the defendant says, "No, it's a big beef. 
Matter of fact, I just went and made an appointment on the 
20th." 

What was your understanding of what he meant? 

He made an appointment to collect the money. 

From who? 

Padavona. 

Then the defendant says, "You want to go, go." 

What was he saying to you there? 


If I want to go to Padavona, I have his permission to go. 
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And then he says, "You got to get it at a point. Even at 


point, we can manage 25 a week." 
What did you understand him to mean? 
To borrow the money at one point. 
It would be -- 
$25 a week. 
A loan shark loan? 
Yes. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: If everyone could turn to page 6, 
let's play clip three. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Q At the start of that recording, where were you? 
A In the car. 
Q This is page 6. And where did you arrive when you say, 
"You better park up on the sidewalk over here"? 
A At the car lot, where we went to collect the money for 
the transmission. 
Q And then you offered to go in, and what does the 
defendant say? 


A No, sit in the car; you don't want to create a scene. 


Q And then there was sort of a long period of just silence. 


What were you doing during that time period? 


A Sitting in the car. 
Q Where had the defendant gone? 


A In the car lot, in the office. 
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Q And then what happened? 
A He came out. 
Q Now, at the bottom at page 29, page 6, line 29, the 
defendant said -- you said, "He there?" And he said, "No, 
went to the auction." 
What did you understand him to mean? 
The guy went to the auction to buy more cars. 
Was he in the car lot? 
No. 
Then at line 40, he says, "I told him tell him not to be 
tough guy." 
Who did he say that to? 
One of the workers. 
In the car lot? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Then the defendant says, "I says, listen to me, 

don't get my money, I'll take it out on the cars." 
What did you understand him to mean? 

A If the guy doesn't pay, damage the cars. 

Q Who did he tell that to? 

A The worker. 

Q Then when he said to the guy, "I said tell him not to be 


a tough guy," what did you understand the defendant to be 
saying? 


A He told the worker tell the guy, the owner, don't be a 
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tough guy. 
Meaning what? 


In other words, pay the money; don't be a wiseguy. 


No, I mean tough guy. 


Q 
A 
Q Wiseguy, do you mean goodfella? 
A 
Q 


And then at the top of page 7, the defendant says, "I 
want my money. If I don't get it, get it one way, I'll get it 
another way." 

What was your understanding of who he said that to? 
A The worker. 
Q When the defendant referred to it as his money, what was 
your understanding of why the defendant said it was his money? 
A Because he was there to collect it for Richie Glencove, 
so basically he went as the money was his. 
Q Was Richie Glencove around the defendant? 
A 
Q Then, at lines 33 to 35, he says, "Pay the money, I told 
him. He ain't going to beat me out of my money. This is two 
months already." 

What was your understanding as to what he meant? 
A The guy had the transmission for two months and refused 
to pay for it. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: If we could go to page 9 and play 
clip four. 


(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
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Q Top of page 9, line 7 and 8, the defendant says, "Try to 
get information, Glencove." 
What was your understanding of what he wanted to do? 
Phone number for Richie Glencove. 
Why? 
Wanted to speak to him. 
Why? 
Let him know that they went to collect the money, and the 
guy wasn't there. 
Q Then you say you can't call information from your phone. 
And, at line 36 and 37, you say, "Well, stop by Jumbo and get 
the number. A few more blocks." 
Who was Jumbo? 
A He knew Richie Glencove. He worked in an auto -- used 


car parts. He was Joe Berger's son. 


Q When you say, Joe Berger, did you commit crimes with the 


defendant and Joe Berger in the 70s? 


You testified about that earlier? 


MS. ARGENTIERI: If we can turn to page 10 and play 
clip five. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Where were you when you made this recording? 


By Jumbo, the auto parts. 
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Q At page 10, you and the defendant discuss the Gottis. 
Who was Junior's partner in the business? Why were you 
talking about the Gottis? 

A Carmine Agnello, those are his sons that owned it, John 
Gotti's grandsons. 

They owned what? 

The auto parts place, where Jumbo worked. 

Where Jumbo worked. And so when you -- on this 
transcript, where, for example, at line 26, the defendant 
says -- this is at page 10. "Jumby." And then someone named 
Jumbo says, "Hey, what's up." 

Who is the Jumbo that's speaking? 

The guy that works there, Jumbo. 
That's Junior's son? 


Uh-huh. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Okay. And then the line 36, when Jumbo says, "Okay. 
That's John. That's Carmines son," what was happening there? 
A He was introducing John's son, John -- Carmine's son to 
us. 

Q Okay. And then when you got there, what phone number 
were you and the defendant looking for? 

A Richie Glencove. 

Q And did you get the phone number? 

A Jumbo got it. 
Q 


And after Jumbo got the phone number, what happened? 
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I called the number. 
And after that? 


And Vinny got on the phone. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Now, when you made this recording, were you inside this 
business or outside? 
A Both. 
Q And at line -- at pages 11 through 12, when the defendant 
is speaking from line 30 on, who is he talking to? 

Richie Glencove. 

On whose phone? 

My phone. 

And you can tell it's a little hard to hear. It comes in 
and out. What was happening? 

Kept going in and out of the building. 

He was walking back and forth? 

On the street, yeah. 

And so when he says, "I went myself," who is he telling 
he went himself? 
A Richie Glencove. 
Q And when he says, "You busted your check for that tranny, 
you understand, 7- to $800 bad check," who is the defendant 
telling that he said that? 
A To the car lot people. 
Q That's what he was saying on the phone to Richie 


Glencove? 
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A Yes. 
Q Same with if I don't get my money, there's more than one 
way to skin a cat? 
A Yes. 
Q Then at the bottom of page 12 -- really, the middle, line 
16 through 19, the defendant says, "See if you're getting any 
satisfaction. Give him a call." 
Who is the defendant telling to do that? 
Richie Glencove. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: We can now turn to page 13 and 
listen to clip six. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Who did you report on this clip? 
A Danny Rizzo. 
Q Where had you and the defendant gone after trying to 
collect the money for Richie Glencove? 
To Jumbo's. 
And after that? 
To Tuscany. 
Is that where you spent time together? 
Yes. 
Is that where you made this recording with Danny Rizzo? 


Yes. 


D > DOD POr D > 


When you say, "Danny, you're sitting here like in an 


Apache," where had you seen Danny? 
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Sitting in the car, in his car, outside of Tuscany's. 

In the parking lot? 

Yes. 

Then at the bottom, you reference that you hit the pool. 
pool had you hit? 

A football pool. 

And were you engaged in a -- whose football pool was it? 
Butchie, Arthur, he was doing the football ticket. 

You testified about that yesterday? 

Yes. 

Ritchie had football tickets? 

Yes. 

Were you doing that at the FBI's direction? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And you say that you hit, and everybody got 500; is that 
right? 
A Yes. 
Q And Danny says to you, at line 24, "As soon as I got that 
thing, I died." And you say, "What thing?" And he says, "You 
know. " 

What did you understand him to mean? 
His button, his membership. 
Did he motion to you in any way when he did that? 
Yes. 


What did he do? 
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Went like this (indicating). 
What did you understand him to mean by that? 


That means he got a badge, he straightened. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


That did you understand him to mean when he said, "As 
soon as I got that thing, I died"? 
A As soon as he got it, he stopped making money for some 
reason. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Showing the witness government 
Exhibit 245. 
Q Is this a recording you made on December 7th of 2011? 
A Yes. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: If everyone could turn to tab 245. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
THE COURT: Are you referring to the 
December 7th, 2011, tape? 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Yes, Judge. Did I say the wrong 
date? I'm sorry. December 7th, 2011. Okay. 
If we could actually play clip two as well. If you 
could turn to page 3, we're going to pay clip two as well. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Q So on December 7th, 2011, who did you record during these 


two clips? 
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And where were you when you made these recordings? 
At his place of business. 
Which is located where? 


On Liberty Avenue, in Ozone Park, 88th Street and -- 


between 86th and 88th. 


Q 


You testified about this before, but what kind of 


business did Bam own? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Auto repair. 

Do you remember the name of it? 

Bam's. 

Now, why had you gone to see Bam this day? 

To see if I could borrow some money. 

Had you discussed it with the defendant first? 
Yes. 


Now, you say at line 9, page 3, "I need some money." And 


Bam says, "I'm broke. I have nothing. I'm in so much trouble 


with Jerry." 


Who was Bam around at the time of this recording? 
Jerry. 
Jerry Asaro? 
Yes. 
He says, "I can't give a dollar out. I'm not allowed to 
a dollar out without asking him." Right? 
Yes. 


And when he says without asking him, who was he referring 
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Jerry. 

At line 23, Bam says, "Jerry's fuming at me. I did a 
deal with Sandro while he was away." 

Who is Sandro? 

He's a wiseguy. 

You previously testified about him? 

Yes. 

And what -- when he said, "I did a deal with Sandro," 

did you understand him to mean? 


Shylock money. 


And on the recordings that we previously listened to, did 


the defendant tell you about the money that Bam had loaned 
Sandro? 
A Yes. 
Q And when the defendant -- when Bam says while he was 
away, while who was away? 
A Jerry. 

And where was Jerry? 


Incarcerated. 


Q So when he says to you, "I did a deal with Sandro while 


he was away, and I didn't ask permission," what did you 
understand him to mean? 
A That he had to ask permission to give money out from 


Jerry. 
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And he hadn't done that with Sandro? 


Yes. 


Yes. 


Q 
A 
Q And had he gotten in trouble? 
A 
Q 


Then Bam tells you, "He says if I give anybody a dollar, 
not only do I have a problem, I have a problem with him." 
What did you understand him to mean? 
A He'll have a problem with Jerry if he gives any money out 
without asking him first. 
Q Then at line 31, he says, "I'm not looking to get into no 
beef with Jerry." Right? 
A Right. 
Q Now, below that, Bam starts talking about someone getting 
violated. Who had been violated? 
A Jerry. 
Q For what? 
A They said that there were wiseguys at his daughter's 
wedding. 
Q You previously testified about that? 
A Yes. 
Q And then Bam says, "They showed the video and tried to 
say I was a friend." 
What did you understand him to mean? 
A That he was a goodfella. In the video they said that Bam 


was a goodfella. 
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And was he a goodfella? 
A No. 
Q And had you previously discussed with the defendant that 
Bam was telling everyone that he was? 
A 
Then he says, "I'm sorry." 


Did he lend you any money that day? 


MS. ARGENTIERI: We can play clip three at page 4, 
please. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 

Q After you tried to get the money from Bam, did you go to 
see the defendant? 

Yes. 

Is this a recording of the defendant? 

Yes. 

When you said to the defendant, "I can't. Jerry's a 
maniac. He'll kill me. I can't give a penny out unless he 


knows," what were you relate to go the defendant? 

A To Bam, that I went to Bam and he can't do anything 
unless he told Jerry. 

Q And then when you said, "Remember he told me last time? 


Don't ever -- next time you take a dime, I'11 crack you," what 


were you talking about? 


A Jerry. 
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When had he said that to you? 


When I first came home from -- back from Vegas. 


Yes. 


Q 
A 
Q You previously testified about that? 
A 
Q 


Then the defendant says, "He's got nothing to say to you. 

I'll say it not him." 

Who is he? First of all, who is the defendant 
talking about? 
A Jerry. 
Q And when the defendant said, "He's got nothing to say to 
you, I'll say it," what did that mean? 
A That I'm an associate of his, the defendant's, not 
Jerry's. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Showing the witness Government 246 
in evidence. 
Q When did you make that recording? 
A 2/21/12, 2012. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: If everyone could turn to 
Government Exhibit 246 in their binder. 

(Audiotape played for the jury.) 

Q During this recording, what was the defendant telling 
you? 
A That Nicky Santora got arrested. 
Q And who else? 


A Vinny Badalamenti. 
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Q And you previously testified about Nicky Santora? 
A Yes. 

Q At one point was he the defendant's captain? 

A Yes. 

Q When the defendant told you about Vinny Badalamenti, what 
did he do? 

He got arrested. 

That's what "pinched" means? 

Yes. 

Who is Vinny Badalamenti? 

He was a boss. 

In the crime family? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


During that recording, when he says, they raided his 
house, they took the pictures, is he describing to you the 
arrest? 
A Yes. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Government Exhibit 247. 
What date did you make this recording, sir? 
4/20/2012. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: If everyone could turn to 247 in 
their binder, we'll play the first clip. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Who did you record during this recording? 


The defendant. 
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And when you say he could use them for the bar, what, if 


anything, did you have with you, or in your car, at the time 


of this recording? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Flat screen televisions and iPads. 

Where had you gotten them? 

From the FBI. 

What did you tell the defendant about them? 
That they were stolen. 

Did you end up giving him one of them? 

Yes. 

For personal use? 

Yes. 


When you say he could use them for the bar, and the 


defendant says he ain't going to give it to you, what were you 


suggesting? 


D > Oo POr D > 


To Mike Palmaccio, to go and see him. 

Did you end up selling those televisions to anyone? 

No. 

Why not? 

They were the property of the FBI. 

Did you try to? 

Yes. 

And what did the different individuals you tried to sell 
to say? 


They could be traced; the iPads could be traced back. 
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Q Defendant says to you, at line 6, "I'm on the 
Commission." And, then, later he says the committee; is that 


right? 


What did you understand that to mean? 

They take a person from each family and form a committee 
to make decisions on family matters. 
Q On organized crime family matters. 
A Yes. 
Q And when you say over Jackie and Jerry, what did you 
mean? 

They took you over Jackie and Jerry. 

And what did the defendant say? 

Yes. 

And, at that time, what was Jerry's position in organized 
crime? 

Captain. 

And Jackie? 


Acting captain. 


And, then, you say, "Why don't you get something?" 


What did you mean? 
You know, money, something to earn with. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: If we could play clip two, page 3. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 


Now, in this recording, you ask the defendant, "Are you 
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earning with this new position?" And then you say, "For 
sit-downs?" And he says, "Yeah." 
What were you two talking about? 

If he was earning any money in his new position. 

How do you earn money from sit-downs? 

You earn decisions for people that you sit down for, and 
it's a tribute that you contribute for winning their decision. 
Q Now, to be on the committee, what are important 
qualities? 

A You have to know the life, really know the life. 
Q Now, you say, "What good is it? Why would you take it if 


you can't earn?" And the defendant says, "You can't refuse. 


What am I going to look like? A dog? My part, I didn't want 


it." 
What was your understanding of why he didn't want 
it? 
A Because it's like putting a target on your back. You 
know, you're singled out. Who's on the Commission now and 
with the Government. 
You can get arrested? 
Yes. 
Then he says, "They asked me, the boss." 
What was your understanding of who'd asked him? 
The boss of the family. 
And then you say, "Didn't he get pinched?" 


NICOLE CANALES, CSR, RPR 


O Oo © N QO oO A O Na 


N N N N N Na à à a a a a a a y M 
an A O N > FD O © N FDO OA Aà O N >œ 


Valenti - Direct - Argentieri 


Who were you referring to? 
A Vinny Badalamenti. 
Q And he says, "No, another guy. Another --" I'm sorry. 
"No, another guy, whoever took over." 

What was your understanding of what he meant? 

Another guy that took over the family as boss. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: If we can go to page 4, clip three. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 

Q Page 4, line 3, the defendant says, "I never met guys so 
cheap to buy stuff, man." 


What was he referring to? 


A To buy the swag that I had, the iPads and televisions. 


Q And that day, had you been bringing the TVs to different 


people? 
A Yes. 
Q And then the defendant says, "Years ago I had a route." 
What did you understand that to mean? 
He had hustlers that he can go to and sell stuff. 
What stuff? 
Swag. 
Where did he get that stuff? 
Highjack trucks. 
What is a hustler? 
A hustler, sell to him, and he goes to the public and 


sells it. 


NICOLE CANALES, CSR, RPR 


O Oo © N O oO A O Na 


N N N N NNa à a a a a a a a SE 
an A OO N > FD O © N FDO OA Aà O Na 


Valenti - Direct - Argentieri 


Were you a hustler for the defendant? 


Yes. 


70s, late 60s. 


Q 
A 
Q What decade? 
A 
Q 


At the time that you were a hustler for the defendant, 
was that an important way you made money, selling swag? 
A 
Q Now, you say, "I don't know if they don't trust me. They 
think it's concrete blocks in a box." 

What are you referring to? 

A Years ago people would put a -- I did myself, put a 
concrete block in a box, in a television box, and make like, 
you Know, it was stolen, and just robbed it from a platform, 
from a Times Square store, and sell it to people. Give me $50 
for this television. You know, come on, we got the TV here, 
myself and Joe Berger. 

And people would give you $50. They felt the weight 
of it, and you wanted to get away quickly, you told them put 
it in your car; get out of here before somebody comes. And 
then when, naturally, they opened it, it was a concrete block 
in the box and no television. 

Q You made money that way? 
A Yes. 
Q Then, at line 17, 18, the defendant says, "Nobody's 


around no more that used to be around. Lenny DiMaria would 
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have bought them in two minutes." 
Who is Lenny DiMaria? 
A He's with the Gambino. 
Q And then you ask, "Nicky still away?" The defendant 
says, "Yeah, he got 11 years." 
Who is the Nicky you're referring to? 
A Nicky Corrozzo. 
Q And you ask who -- the defendant asks, "Who Nicky? Which 


Nicky?" And you say, "His partner," and the defendant says, 
"Oh, yeah, he's in the can." 
What did that mean? 
He's incarcerated. 
And were Nicky and Lenny partners? 
Yes. 


In what? 


In the crime family. 


The Gambinos. 

Then you ask about Joe Joe. Who is Joe Joe? 
He's in the Gambino crime family as a member. 
You previously testified about him? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q What crime family? 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And then you ask, "What's going on with Nicky and them?" 
at line 37. Which Nicky are you referring to there? 


A Santora. 
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Q The defendant says, "Nicky, his wife called me last 
night." 
Who is he referring to? 
Nicky Santora. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Showing the witness Government 
Exhibit 238. 
Q Is this a recording you made on June 5th, 2012? 
A Yes. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: We're going to have to flip around 
a little bit in the binder. I'm sorry. If you can turn to 
page -- tab 238, that would be great. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
MS. ARGENTIERI: If you could play clip two. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Where were you when you made this recording? 
At the defendant's house. 
In his apartment? 


Yes. 


When you asked, "Did you go for Henry?" what did you 


Henry Hill had died. Joe said did you go to the wake? 
And the defendant said no? 

Right. 

You said, "That's one last left of Lufthansa." 


What did you mean? 
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A That's one less person that was left that died from the 
Lufthansa heist. 
What was Henry's role in the Lufthansa heist? 


He brought a person, Marty, to Jimmy Burke. 


No. 


Q 
A 
Q Did he actually go in and carry out the robbery? 
A 
Q 


Then you said, "I said he's one last left of Lufthansa." 
And the defendant said, "Fuck him." And you said, "He made a 
big thing like he was there with us." And the defendant said, 
"Yeah." 
What were you two referring to? 
A That Henry wasn't there with us. He made a big thing 
that he was on the score and he wasn't. 


Was that later in the media? 


Q I'm showing you Government Exhibit 468 that you testified 
about previously. Are -- the individuals on this board, 
Angelo Sepe, Anthony Rodriguez, Frankie Burke, yourself; Danny 
Rizzo, Fat Louie, Tammy DeSimone, Joe Budha, were those the 
people who were in the van that night? 

A Yes. 

Q Jimmy Burke, the defendant, where were they? 
A In a car. 

Q Nearby? 

A 


Yes. 
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The crash car? 
Yes. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Government Exhibit 250 in evidence. 
A What number was that, Nicole? 
Q I'm sorry. Government Exhibit 250 in evidence. What day 
did you make this recording? 
A 6/30/2012. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: If everyone could flip to tab 250. 
If we can play clip one. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Could you play clip two. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Q You can turn to page 3. Line 17, the defendant says, 
"You're a habitual liar." 


What did you lie to the defendant about in your 


About borrowing money. 
Then at line 24 he says, "You lied about the money and 
mother's house." 
Have you previously testified about that? 
Yes. 
What money were you keeping in your mother's house? 


Lufthansa. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Then he said, "You lie with that scumbag that you and him 


robbed the money on me." 
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A 
Q 
A 
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Who was the defendant referring to? 


Frankie Roder. 
Who had given money to Frankie Roder? 
I did. 
After what? 
After Lufthansa. 
What was the money from? 
From Lufthansa. 
What happened to Frankie Roder? 
He disappeared. 
MS. MACEDONIO: Judge. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: I'm sorry. 
MS. MACEDONIO: May we approach? 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Sure. 
(Counsel confer.) 
Did Frank Roder go on the lamb? 
Yes. 
With the money? 


Yes. 


Then the defendant says, "80,000 at your mother's, 40 


missing." 


A 


thousand in it, 


Q 


What is he referring to? 


Frankie Burke brought a package over with a hundred 


How much is the defendant saying you took? 
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Forty. 
Where was that 


Lufthansa. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
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money from? 


Then at line 39 he says, "No, you took 40. 


took from Frankie made 150." 


Plus what you 


When he refers to what you took from Frankie, what 


is he referring to? 


A That he took a hundred and fifty thousand that Frankie 


was holding. 


Q From the heist? 


A 


Q Then on the next page, 


says, "You got me to thank you're still here. 


line 7 through 10, the defendant 


Anybody else 


would have killed you." And you say, "Yeah, you're right." 


Do you see that at line 7 through 13, on page 5? 


A Yes. 


Q What was he talking about? 


killed? 


Why would you have gotten 


All the money that I had borrowed from certain people. 


And taken from the defendant? 


Yes. 


Then at the bottom, line 44 to 45, page 5, 


"The money you 


robbed from Frankie, what, you want to go into it?" 


Is he referring to Frankie Roder? 
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MS. ARGENTIERI: Government Exhibit 251 in evidence. 
What day did you make this recording? 
7/19/2012. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: If everyone could turn to tab 251. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Top of page 2, the defendant says, "Tony Green?" You 
"It looked like Tony Green." 
Who is Tony Green? 
He was the acting boss at one time for the Bonannos. 
Was he close to the defendant? 
Yes. 
Did he come to the defendant's social clubs? 
Yes. 
And then you say, "How's he doing?" And the defendant 
"Twenty years." 
What did you understand the defendant to mean? 
He's incarcerated. 


And then the defendant says, at line 13, "They want to 


take me away from Jerry. The boss wants me with him." 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


What did you understand him to mean? 
The boss wants the defendant with him instead of Jerry. 
And who was Jerry, at that point in time? 
Captain. 


Over these recordings, did the defendant tell you who the 


new bass was? 
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Yes. 
Where was he from? 
Long Island. 
What was his 
Tommy. 
Then he says -- you say, "I thought you were with Nicky." 
And the defendant says, "I'm not with Nicky no more. I'm not 
with Nicky a year. I'm with Jerry." 
What did you understand that to mean? 
A That he's with Jerry. He's not with Nicky any longer. 
Q And then you say, "Why did you want to go there?" And he 
says, "He thinks he's going to use me, do the running around." 
What did you understand the defendant to mean? 
A Go on all the sit-downs and do all the running around, to 
do it for the boss. 
Q Now, he says, "You haven't been around." 
What were the time periods you recorded the 
defendant? Were you able to see him every time he wanted to 


see you? 


Why not? 


Because I would have to get in touch with the Government, 


and they would have to approve it. 


Q And over the course of these recordings, did the 


defendant express his frustration? 
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A 
Q Showing you Government Exhibit 252 in evidence, when did 
you make this recording? 
A 8/1/2012. 
Q If everyone could turn to 252 in their binders. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Q Top of page 2, you ask, "He can't get that position 
back?" 
What position are you referring to? 
A Captain. 
Q What position had Jerry taken from the defendant? 
A Captain. 
Q You ask -- the defendant asks, "How could I get that 
position? What, am I throwing Jerry out?" And you say, "The 
guy who wants you, Long Island, I thought you said." 
Who were you referring to? 
Tony. 
The boss? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Then you say, at line 18, "You could earn." And the 
defendant says, "I don't want it. They'll have me running all 
over, dealing with all kinds of guys over here. They want to 
use me." 

What did you understand he was saying? 


They'11 use him to run for all the sit-downs and other, 
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you know, things that pertain to that. 

Q And, at this point, how long had the defendant been in 
the life? 

A Since '77, 1977. 

Do you know a lot of people in organized crime? 

Do I know? 


Did he know a lot of people in organized crime? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Yes. 


MS. MACEDONIO: Objection to what the defendant 


COURT: I'm sorry? 
MACEDONIO: Objecting to what the defendant 


MS. ARGENTIERI: I'll rephrase. 
Q What was your understanding of how many people the 
defendant knew in organized crime? 
A Since 1977, he was well-respected. He knew many, many 
people. 
Q When he says, "They want to use me. Jackie come and told 
me. He said he put in the bid for you." 

Who was Jackie? 
A Jackie Bonventre. 
Q What was your understanding of what the defendant said 
there? 


A That the boss wanted the defendant with him. 
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Q Government Exhibit 240 in evidence. When did you make 
this recording? 
A 8/17/2012. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Everyone could turn to tab 240 in 
their binders. If we could play clip one. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 

Q What was the defendant describing here, at line 7, 
through 11, on page 2? 
A That he had an incident with Bam. Bam told him he wasn't 
allowed on the block. 
Q And, then, when he says, "I went over to see Mike, give 
him a heads-up on something," which Mike? 

Mike Palmaccio. 

What kind of business did Mike Palmaccio have? 


A glass place. 


Across the street. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q Where was it located in relation to Bam's shop? 
A 
Q 


And then you say, "You got to straighten that out." And 
he says, "I did." And you say, "With Jerry?" And he says, 
"No, I don't bother him." 

What was your understanding of who straightened it 
out? 
A He straightened it out with Palmaccio. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: If we can play clip two on page 3. 


(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
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Q Top of page 3, the defendant says, "We got a new boss. 
He sent for me. He wants to make me consigliere." 
What was your understanding of what he meant? 
A He wants to make him consigliere, like, to settle 
disputes among the family and other families. 
Q Is consigliere an important position in the family? 
A Yes. 
Q Then he tells you, "We got a new boss, a guy from Long 
Island, Tommy." 
What position was Tommy? 
Boss. 
Bonanno crime family? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


The defendant says, "I went to see him with Jackie the 
other day." 
Who did Jackie and the defendant go see? 

A Tony. 
Q Then he tells you don't say nothing to nobody. Why did 
he say that? 
A Nobody's supposed to know. 
Q And the defendant says, "He says I'm thinking of making 
you consigliere." 

Who said that to the defendant? 
The boss. 


"I says, Tommy, I'm broke. I can't. I don't want to do 
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nothing." 

What was your understanding of why the defendant 
didn't want that position? 
A Too much running around for him, too much notoriety, 
again, putting a target on your back with law enforcement. 
Q Then the defendant says, "I told him -- I told him to 
meet Jackie. I was going to tell him, but I was going to ask 
Jackie. He don't want it." 

Can you explain that? 


He was going to speak to Jackie, to see if Jackie wanted 


At that time, what was Jackie's position? 
Acting captain. 

For who? 

The Bonannos. 

Who was he acting for? 

Jerry. 


You say, "Why not Jerry?" The defendant says, "Jerry. 


Jerry's for Jerry. I lost my son when I made him a skipper. 


I lost my son when I put him there." 
When had the defendant put Jerry in position? 
When the defendant was incarcerated. 
Jerry took over for him? 
Yes. 


Then he says, "He didn't do a thing. I got him a job. 
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got him -- he needed 10,000. I called Sal. I said I need 
10,000 for my son. I gave it to him." 
What was your understanding of what he was saying? 

Jerry needed $10,000, and the defendant gave it to him. 

From who? 

Got it from some Sal. 

You don't know who Sal is? 

No. 

Then he says, "I gave him 50 percent of the Carvell. He 
put up 15-, 16,000. Please." 

Is this the Carvell that the defendant had sold? 
Yes. 
To Frankie and Vinny? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Then he says, "I lost my son when I made him an acting 
skipper." Right? 
A Yes. 
Q Meaning that the defendant wasn't going to suggest Jerry 
for a position? 
A I'm sorry? 
Q Meaning -- then he says, at line 2930, "Jerry's the last 
person in the world to get anything off me." 

What was he saying there? 
That Jerry couldn't get anything from him. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Page 4, if we can play clip three. 
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(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Q Page 4, lines 3 through 7, "I stuck my finger in his 
face." 
Who was the defendant talking about? 
Bam. 
The defendant had stuck his finger in Bam's face? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Then who says to the defendant, "Oh, you pushed my 
mother. I got it on tape"? 
A Bam. 
Q What was your understanding of what the defendant was 
telling you had happened? 
A That Bam had the defendant pushing his mother on tape, on 
the camera, in the office. 
Q And then the defendant says, "Let me see the tape. You 
got it on tape? Let me see the tape." And then at the 
bottom, you were, like, "Why would he even think of something 
like that?" 

What were you talking about with the tape? 
A Why would he even say he's got you on tape? It doesn't 
make sense. 
Is that a bad thing? 
Very bad. 
Why? 


Because you don't put anybody on tape unless you're 


NICOLE CANALES, CSR, RPR 


O Ooo N QO oO A O N = 


N N N N NNa à a a a a a a a SE 
an A O N > FD O © N FDO OA Aà O Na 


Valenti - Direct - Argentieri 


cooperating. 


Q 


Then at lines 17 he says, "I had a big beef with him two 


weeks ago. I hit him in the head with a bottle. He's lost 


his mind." 


A 
Q 


Who is the defendant referring to? 
Bam. 


Then he says, "We're going to straighten out two guys; 


John Ragano, Mike Padavona." 


What did you understand the defendant to mean? 
Make them wiseguys, goodfellas. 
Mike Padavona, who you previously testified about? 
Yes. 
And John Ragano? 
Yes. 
What was John Ragano's nickname? 


Bazoo. 


Then he says, "Don't say nothing. Just keep it in your 


What was he telling you there? 
Don't say anything, that I told you this. 
Is it a secret? 

Yes. 


"If Mike Padavona was with me, I would never straighten 


him out." 


What did the defendant mean by that? 
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He didn't trust Mike. 
Who was Mike Padavona around? 
Jerry. 


MS. ARGENTIERI: Going to page 5, could we play clip 


(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Q Line 3, page 5, you say, "They're not going to do him; 
right?" 
What did you mean? 
Strengthen him out. 
Who? 


Bam. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


The defendant says, "I'll start a riot. I will actually 
start a riot." 

What did you understand him to mean? 
A He would put in a beef that, no, he doesn't want him 
straightened out. 
Q Then he says, "God forbid. But, then, again, you don't 
know with him; do you know what I'm saying?" 

What did you understand him to mean? 

With Jerry, you don't know if he's going to do it or not. 

Q Then you say, "If it were Padavona or Ragano, he would 


tell you." And the defendant says, "I'm going to put it on 
record with them on Friday or Saturday." 


What did you understand him to mean? 
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He wants to see a list. 
What's a list? 


Of guys that are going to be straightened out. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


He says, "By rights they're supposed to get a list and 
show it to all the men, and see if anybody knows anything; 
that a guy's a rat, this guy's a rat, that guy." 

What was he saying? 
A If anyone was a rat, an informant, or a cop, an FBI 
agent. 
Q Is that against the rules? 
A Yes. 
Q And then you say, "They did that time with me and Jerry." 
And the defendant says, "What?" And you say, "They past a 


list around with Ciro." And he says, "Yeah, made a big 
mistake." 
Have you previously testified about that list that 

you and Jerry were on? 
A Yes. 
Q And what happened to it? 
A Matty Agnello got arrested with it. 
Q Then were you straightened out? 
A No. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Government Exhibit 248, what date 


did you make this recording? 


THE WITNESS: 8/21/2012. 
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MS. ARGENTIERI: If everyone could flip to 248 in 
their transcript binder. 

(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Top of page 2, the defendant says, "So Vinny's driving 
in Howard Beach out by the water." 

Who was the Vinny the defendant was referring to? 

A friend of Vinny's, Vinny Video. 
Did he own a video store? 
He did videos. He would film -- 
Like weddings? 
Right. 
And who was Vinny Video? 
He was an associate of Vinny's. 
Like a friend? 
Yeah, not a friend in that life. As a normal friend. 
Normal friend? 
Yes. 
Legitimate guy? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And he says, that Vinny -- when he says to you that 

Vinny -- he says he abused him in front of other people. What 
was he telling you? What had happened? 

A Padavona abused Vinny Video in front of other people, 
that he passed a remark about him, and he wanted him to a 


apologize. 
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That who had passed a remark about who? 

Vinny Video passed a remark about Mike Padavona. 
Does Mike Padavona have some type of dock? 

Yes. 

In Howard Beach? 

Yes. 

Vinny Video has a boat there or used to? 


He used to. 


D > o POr D YF OD 


And, then, you say, "Well, that button went to his head," 
at line 29. 
What's a button? 
Straightened out. 
The defendant says, "He ain't got no button yet." 
What did he mean? 


He didn't get it yet. They didn't straighten him out 


And then he said, "Jerry gave him carte blanche; go over 


there and do what you want." 
What was your understanding of what that meant? 
Jerry said do whatever you want to do. No problem. 
To who? 
To Mike Padavona. 
About what? 
To tell this Vinny off, Vinny Video. 


Then at page 3, lines 8 through 18, the defendant says, 
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"He thinks who he is. The thing with Bam, he picked up his 
hands to me." 
Who had picked up his hands to the defendant? 

Bam. 

Is that against the rules in organized crime? 

Yes. 

Then he says, "And then you mentioned this other thing 

the kid in the parking lot." Correct? 

Yes. 

And you mentioned Frankie and Danny. What crime family 

Frankie and Danny associated with? 

Lucchese. 

Had someone -- someone raised their hands to the 
defendant on another time that you're referring to? 
A Yes. 
Q And what was your understanding of why the defendant was 
so upset with his son Jerry about these different incidents? 

That he had no respect for his father. 


In the life? 


What do you mean? 


A 
Q 
A In the life. 
Q 
A 


Bam picked his hands up; it should have never happened. 
Another guy Chris picked his hands up, and that never should 
have happened. Jerry should have pulled them up and said what 


are you doing? First of all, not only my father, but, you 
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know, he's a friend, he's a wiseguy. 


Q 
A 


Q 


And that wasn't happening? 
Right. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Could we go to page 5 and play clip 


(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Top of page 5, line 6 through 12, "Yeah, I was away. He 


never came to see me." 


A 
Q 


balls to come. 


Who is the he? 
Jerry. 


He says, "When they took me down, he didn't even have the 


What does it mean to be taken down in organized 


crime? 


A 


Q 
A 
Q 


To be demoted. 
Was the defendant demoted while he was in jail? 
Yes. 
And the defendant says, "He sent Jackie." 
Who sent Jackie? 
Jerry. 
To see who? 
The defendant. 
Where? 
I think while he was incarcerated. 


He says, "You know, they took me down, Vin. He didn't 
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even come." Right? 
A 


Then, at line 16, you say, "I thought you gave it to 


What did you mean by that? 

A That you had given him the position of captain, acting 
captain. 
Q And the defendant said, "I did. I put him there. I made 
him acting." 
A Yes. 
Q "And Joey made him official." 

Who is Joey? 
Joey Massino. 
What was his position in organized crime? 


The boss of the family. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


When he says he told the guy from when he sold the 
Carvell don't tell my father, what was he talking about there? 
A That he only wanted to give the defendant a hundred 
thousand dollars. 


From the sale of the Carvell? 


Q On the next page, when he says, page 6, "I made the 


biggest mistake of my life putting him there," what is he 
referring to, putting who where? 


A Putting Jerry as acting captain. 
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MS. ARGENTIERI: If we can play clip three on page 


THE COURT: Are you close to the end of the tapes? 
MS. ARGENTIERI: I think we have, like, an hour 


THE COURT: An hour more? I think we're going to 
have a morning break. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Okay. Thank you. We'll make it 
ten minutes. 

(Outside the presence of the jury.) 
THE COURT: Okay. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Thank you. 
(Recess in proceedings.) 


(Outside the presence of the jury.) 


THE COURT: We're getting the witness. Is everybody 


MS. ARGENTIERI: Yes, Judge. 
THE COURT: Okay. 
(In the presence of the jury.) 
THE COURT: Please be seated. 
Ms. Argentieri. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Thank you, Judge. 
I remind you, sir, you're still under oath. 
THE WITNESS: Yes. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Could everyone turn to tab 248 in 
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the transcript binder. I believe we were at page 7, about to 
play clip three. That was 248, page 7. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 


THE COURT: Would you stop it a minute. Excuse me. 


Okay. Someone's got a problem with their earphones? 


MS. ARGENTIERI: I'm sorry? 
THE COURT: One of the jurors has a problem with 
their earphones. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Oh. 
THE COURT: Is it all right now? You sure? 
UNIDENTIFIED JUROR: Uh-huh. 
THE COURT: Let's start again. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Start from the beginning, please. 
THE COURT: Yes. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Page 7, at the top, line 3, you say, "He's got paper 
Who were you referring to? 
Jerry. 
What is paper? 
Probation. Parole. 
Meaning you're on paper? 
Yes, you have all the time. 
Then, at lines 23 through 27, where the defendant says, 


"Nothing's going to go down, because if he puts a hand on him, 
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I'll break his hole." 

What situation is the defendant talking about? 
A About Padavona picking his hands up to Vinny Video. 
Q Then at the bottom of page 7, the defendant says, "I'm 
ready to leave there anyway with him. I'm ready to leave 
there anyway." 

What did you understand that to mean? 


He's ready to leave Jerry. 


Yes. 


A 
Q In the life? 
A 
Q 


Then at lines 10 through 14, the defendant says, "Bam 
picked his hands up and he don't do nothing." 
Who had Bam picked his hands up to? 
A The defendant. 
Q Then he says, "The fight I had in the middle of the 
street, the guy with Frankie and them." 
Who was that? 
Some guy Chris. 
Who'd picked his hands up to the defendant? 
Yes. 


"The guy mentioned my son's name. He says he's with 


Who is that that said that? 
Chris. 


Then when the defendant says he -- just for a few dollars 
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more -- this is 18 and 19 -- he sold his soul, Lines 18 and 
19. What did you understand him to be saying about Jerry? 
A That he was earning, you know, with Padavona, and he'll 
do what he has to do. Let him do what he wants to do. He's 
earning money with him. 
Q And when the defendant says he's going to let all 
these -- disrespect me. He says there's this guy just at the 
gouvanenz. What's that, gouvanenz (phonetic)? That's at 
lines 35 and 36. 
A In Italian that means, like, give him the -- gouvanenz 
means give him the confidence to do something. 
Q And who is giving the guy the gouvanenz? 
A Jerry. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Can we play clip four at page 9. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
During that recording, where were you? 
In the car. 
At page 9, when you're talking about the gouvanenz, what 


situation are you talking about? 


A That Jerry gave Padavona the gouvanenz to do what he 


wants to do. 

Q To Vinny, to the guy Vinny? 

A Right. 

Q And then when the defendant says, at line 36, 


"Grandstanding on the dock there, with everybody there," what 
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was your understanding? Who was grandstanding on the dock? 


A Padavona. 
Q Then, at the top of page 10, lines 2 through 4, the 
defendant says, "He's leaning on Jerry. Mike's a punk. He 
hasn't thrown a punch in years. He's leaning on Jerry. He's 
leaning on Jerry." 
What did you understand him to mean when he said 

he's leaning on Jerry? 
A Jerry's backing him. 

In the life? 


And then you say, "Because he's getting the thing; that's 


What were you referring to. 
He's getting his badge, made a goodfella. 
Q And then the defendant says, "We'll see." A couple lines 
down, at line 14, he says, "Watch when his name comes up." 
What was your understanding of what the defendant 
meant? 
When his name comes up on a list. 


What were you understanding the defendant was going to 


Knock it down. 
He was considering doing that? 


Yes. 


NICOLE CANALES, CSR, RPR 


O Ooo N QO oO A O N >œ 


N N N N N Na à a a a a a a a E 
an A OO N > O O © N OO O Aà O N >œ 


Valenti - Direct - Argentieri 


Q Where were you at the end of the recording, when the 
defendant says to you, "Tell Mike to come out"? 
The Mike Palmaccio's glass company. 
And you previously testified about Mike Palmaccio? 
Yes. 
Did we listen to a recording of Mike Palmaccio over the 
couple days? 
Yes. 
What was his status in organize crime at the time you 
this recording? 
He made courtroom. 
And, then, at the end of this recording, what happened 
you got to the glass place? 
I got out of the car, and Mike spoke to the defendant. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Could we play clip five, at page 


(Audiotape played for the defendant.) 


Q Can you go to page 11, please. At the top, who is the 


defendant talking to? 
A Mike Palmaccio. 
Q When he says to him, at line 24, "All right, Mike. Mike, 
please tell him. Say are you out of your mind? Vinny doesn't 
give what you tell his son." 

What was your understanding of who the defendant was 


telling Mike to say that to? 
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Padavona. 


A 
Q Mike Padavona? 
A Yes. 
Q Then, at the bottom, the defendant talks about his 
nephew, and he says, "My nephew has a hard-on for him and the 
other guy." 

Who is the defendant referring to? 
Palmaccio and Padavona. 
Who didn't like Palmaccio and Padavona? 
Ronnie. 
Ronnie who? 
Giallanzo. 


Is that the defendant's nephew? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Then you say, "Wait until he comes home." 

Where was Ronnie Giallanzo at the time of this 
recording? 
A Incarcerated. 
Q Then you say, "Padavona, see if he was out there by 
himself, and you talk about his behavior at the club on 88th 
Street." 

What club were you referring to? 
The defendant's club. 
Which one? 


88th and Bay Avenue. 
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Q Now, you say, "They just can't go and -- This is lines 
19 and 20. And then the defendant says, "They learn that from 
your sons. That's where they learned it. Your sons don't 
bother with you." 

What was he talking about? 


That my sons don't talk to me. He was speaking about his 


Had your son stopped speaking to you? 
Yes. 
And you say, "He's got me, like, on the pay-you-no-mind 
What's the pay-you-no-mind list? 
Like you don't exist. 
Q Then he says, "No, you ain't going to have me on no 
pay-me-no-mind list." 
What was your understanding of who the defendant was 
saying wasn't going to ignore him? 


A Jerry. 


Q He says, "I'm a friend 37 years." 


What was he referring to? 
That he has -- he was a made member for 37 years. 
And he says a wiseguy? 
Wiseguy, made member. 
"And another 50 before that." What did that mean? 


That couldn't -- he knew the life. 
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Was the defendant's father in organize crime? 
Yes. 
Then he says, "They never did what I done in my life. 
never stole a napkin." 
What did you understand him to mean? 
They never did anything; they never even stole a napkin. 


MS. ARGENTIERI: Going to page 14, can we play clip 


(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Top of page 9, page 14, "He sold the Carvell; right?" 
Who is the defendant referring to? 
Jerry. 


"He sold the guy from the Carvell. And then he 


references that Vinny from the Gambinos." 


D > Oo >È D >È D > 


Have you testified previously about that Vinny? 
Yes. 
What kind of business did Vinny own? 
A car wash. 
What family was he around? 
The Gambinos. 
Who was his partner? 


Frankie. 


And you previously testified about an amount of money the 


defendant was owed from the sale of that Carvell? 


A 


Yes. 
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Q Then at, like, line 27 down, the defendant says, "I'm 
telling you when you go to see that guy, watch what you say 
about money. He could be wired up." 

What did you understand him to mean wired up? 
A Could have had a wire, wearing a wire, a recording 
device. 
Q For who? 
A For the Government. 
Q And then the defendant says, "Don't say I didn't tell 
you. Like you didn't listen to me the last time you got 
arrested." 

What was the defendant referring to? 
A He told me to stay away from Anthony Perry in Las Vegas, 
that he was an informant. And I got arrested because I stayed 
with him. 
Q The defendant says, "Don't let him talk about money, and, 


say, listen to me. This isn't about shylock money or 


gambling. No conversation." On to the next page. "Don't let 


him schmooze you." 
Who were you going to see? 
A Joe, he was one of the bettors on the half sheet. 
Q Joe, one of the bettors you testified about yesterday or 
the day before? 
A 


And whose customer was he? 


NICOLE CANALES, CSR, RPR 


O Oo © N QO oO A O Na 


N N N N NNa à a a a a a a a SE 
an A O N > FD O © N FDO OA Aà O N >œ 


Valenti - Direct - Argentieri 


The defendant. 

And yours? 

And mine and Jackie's. 

That's when you had the half sheet? 

Yes. 

Back in '06 or '07? 

Yes. 

And why were you going to see Joe? 

To try to collect the money that he owed. 
And how much money was outstanding? 


11,000. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And when had he made the bet that led to that debt; 
recently or years ago? 

A Awhile back. 

Q And with regard to that sports-betting operation, you 
testified, where was the office? 

A In Costa Rica. 

Q And in Costa Rica, did more than one person work in that 
office and answer the phone? 

A 

Q So what were you going to do, as of this recording, with 
regard to Joe? 

A Try to make some kind of settlement, some kind of 
paydown. 


Q When was the last time you had seen Joe, if this 
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recording was in 2012? 
Maybe 2011. 10/11. 
Years before? 
Yes. 
And when the defendant tells you, "Listen to me. Don't 


let schmooze -- don't talk about money. Don't say gambling, ' 


what was he advising you on? 


A Don't mention anything about the gambling or shylock 


money. He said it's your personal money. In case he was 
wired, he can use that against you. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Showing the witness Government 
Exhibit 249. 
Q What was the date of that recording? 
A 8/25/2012. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: If everyone could turn to tab 249 
in their binders. Could you play clip one. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Who did you record on August 25th, 2012? 
Defendant. 
Page 2, line 8. The defendant says, "I'm a skipper." 
12, "They made me a captain." 
What did you understand him to mean? 
They made him a captain. 
What family? 


In the Bonannos. 
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Q Then at line 24, he says, "I'm on the panel." Is that 
right? 
A Yes. 
Q Then you said, "You don't have to take nobody with you?" 
And he said, "I don't want -- there's nobody here. There's 
nobody around." 
What did you understand him to mean? 
A There's nobody capable of going with him. There's nobody 
around. 
Q Then at line 42 -- then 40, you say, "How are you going 
to earn?" And he says, "I'll earn. I'11 earn, because I'm 
going to be returning around." 
What did you understand him to mean by running 

around? 

Going to different sit-downs. 

On behalf of the crime family? 

Yes. 

And you ask, "How about me? What do I do?" And the 
defendant says, "You're still with me." 

What did you understand him to mean? 
That I was still being directed by him. 
You were an associate with him? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Then you ask about Mike Padavona. "Padavona too, they 


did?" Line 5, 6, page 3. What were you asking? 
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A If they straightened Padavona out. 
Q Then line 16 the defendant says, "They wanna. I'd like 
to knock it down." 

What did you understand it to mean? 
A That if his name comes up, he's going to put a request in 
to not have him straightened out. 
Q Then you ask, "What do I do?" And he says, "You're with 
me. You're always with me." 

What did you understand him to mean? 
A That I will always be with him. 
Q Then at line 26 he says, "He called me yesterday, me and 
Jackie. I always bring Jackie." 

What was your understanding of who he and Jackie had 
gone to see? 
A The boss. 
Q Then, "Vinny's going to be a skipper, and he introduced 
me to Jackie." 

What was your understanding of what had happened? 
A Introduction, that he was getting a promotion from 


soldier to captain. 


Q In organized crime, are there rules about introducing 


yoursel f? 


Even if you're promoted? 


Yes. 
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Can you introduce yourself as a captain? 


Q So when he said he was introduced to Jackie as a captain, 
what did you understand that to mean? 
A That Jackie was -- put the word out that he's a captain. 


MS. ARGENTIERI: We can go to page 4 and play clip 


(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Q The defendant, line 3, says, "I feel like killing 
everybody." 
What did you understand him to mean? 


He was just in an abhorrent mood. 


Q Then you say, "So Jackie's still the same; right?" And 


he says, "Everything's the same except me." 

So what position was Jackie at that time? 
A Acting captain for Jerry. 
Q And then you ask, "They don't know Mike Palmaccio?" And 
the defendant says, "No, well, he Knows." 

What did you understand him to mean? 
A That Palmaccio knows. 
Q Then he says, "He knows, and he'll probably spread the 
word." 

What was your understanding of who Palmaccio was 
going to spread the word to? 


A To other wiseguys. 
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MS. ARGENTIERI: We can go to page 5 and play clip 


(Audiotape played for the jury.) 

Who did you speak with during this recording? 
Danny Rizzo. 
Top of page 5, line 7, the defendant says, "Tell him you 
they made me a skipper. Don't say I told you." 

What was he telling you to do? 
Let Danny know he was made skipper. 
Did you do that? 
Yes. 
Where was Danny when you went to speak to him? 
Outside in front of the Tuscany's. 


First you talked to him about getting a car. What kind 


of business did Danny have? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Used cars. 

Who was the car for? 
My daughter. 
Josette. 

Yes. 


Page 6, line 11, you say, "My man, they moved him up." 


He says, "Who?" You say, "Vinny, moved him up where?" He 


says, 


"A skipper. He's a captain." 
What were you saying to Danny there? 


That the defendant was promoted to a captain. 
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Q Danny says, "He's going to get more wild. He's gonna 
get." What was your understanding? 
A That he was going to get wilder than what he already was. 
Q Then Danny says, line 25, "I hope it don't give him a 
headache." 
What did you understand that to mean? 
A With becoming a captain, you gotta go to a lot of 
sit-downs, and hear a lot of arguments, and make a lot of 
decisions. 
Q Danny says, "If they offered me that, I'd say no thanks." 
What did you understand that to mean? 
A Danny wouldn't put himself in that. 
Q At that time, what was Danny's position in organized 
crime? 
A A soldier. 
Q And then he says, line 35, "Because of this, I didn't 
make a penny." 


What did you understand him to mean? 


A He went like this (indicating). Because he got the 


button, he can make a penny. 
Q Then after you talked to Danny, do you go inside and talk 


to the defendant? 


What do you tell him? 


That I told Danny what we had discussed earlier, that he 
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was a captain. 
Q To go back a second, page 7, line 12 to 14, you're 
talking to Danny, and you say, "You don't have to be 
introduced to him again, anyway. You're going to be 
introduced again?" 
What are you saying? 
A You don't have to be introduced again. You were 
introduced once, but just smile at him like -- smile and 
him know that you know. He'll know because I told him. We 
discussed it. 
And were you, and Danny, and the defendant close? 
Yes. 
What crime did you commit together? 
Lufthansa heist. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Could we play clip four, page 8. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
In this recording, who are you talking to? 
Danny Rizzo and the defendant. 
And line 28, page 8, the defendant says, "Danny, you 
still doing chemo?" 
Was Danny sick? 
Yes. 


What was wrong with him? 


They didn't know at the time, but he had cancer. 


Next page, page 9, Danny says, "I'11 be around for 
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another 30 years." And the defendant says, "If I see Jimmy 
Burke, I'll tell him you's was asking for him." 

What did the defendant mean? 
A Jokingly. 
Q Were you, and Danny, and the defendant friends with Jimmy 
Burke? 
A 

What crime did you commit together? 

MS. MACEDONIO: Objection, Judge. Asked and 
answered several times. 

THE COURT: No, I'll permit it. 

Go ahead. 

What crime did you commit together? 

Lufthansa heist. 

Then here at line 16, you say, "I told him. He don't 
care. He didn't say nothing to you?" And the defendant said, 
"He can't say nothing to me." 

What were you talking about with the defendant 
there? 
A That he had gotten the promotion. 
Q The defendant said, "He can't say nothing to me." 
What did you understand him to mean? 


A Danny had to be introduced. 


Q And you said, "Oh, well, I told him." And the defendant 


said, "Don't you know nothing." Yes? 
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Yes. 
Who had told you to tell Danny? 
The defendant. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Government Exhibit 241 in evidence. 
What date did you make this recording? 
3/8/13. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: If everyone could turn to tab 241 

in their binders. Could with play clip one. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 


Sir, the date of this recording is March 2013; correct? 


Q The recording we listened to before that was August 2012. 
In that time period, between in the fall and winter of 2012, 
were you sick? 

Yes. 

Very sick? 

Yes. 

Was the defendant also sick? 

Yes. 

Who did you record during this clip? 


The defendant. 


D > DOD >È D >È O Dr 


You ask, "What's Bazoo doing?" And the defendant said, 


"Working by Bam." And you said, "I'm talking about Bazoo." 


Who is the individual you were talking about? 


John Danno. 
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Then the defendant said, "We straightened him out." 
Who is the defendant saying was straightened out? 
John Ragano, Bazoo. 
Then you ask, "Bam too?" And the defendant, at line 26, 
says, "No, never." 
What was your understanding of Bam's status in 
organized crime? 
A He was just an associate. 


Q Then you ask at line 32, "Who else?" And the defendant 


says, "Oh, and that kid, Mike Padavona." 


What was your understanding of what he meant? 
Mike Padavona also got straightened out. 
Q Then you say, at line 36, "I thought you were going to 
stop that. Ronnie didn't want that." And at line 7, on page 
3, the defendant says, "What does he got to do with it? Mike 
is his." 
What was your understanding of who the defendant was 
saying Mike Padavona was around? 
A Ronnie. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: If we could play clip two, page 4. 
Q Page 4, the defendant tells you, "I had a big beef with 
that guy, Cesar." 
Who did you understand him to be referring to? 
Cesar with the Gambinos. 


Had you previously testified here about Cesar? 
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A Yes. 
Q And about a meeting that Vinny had with Cesar at his 
bagel place; you testified about that? 
A Yes. 
Q Now, you say you had a beef with Cesar from the bagel 
joint. What was the bagel joint you were referring to? 

One on Cross Way Boulevard. 

Whose business was that? 

That was Gurino's, the Ragtime. 

Then you say, "He's a maladrina.” 

What's a maladrina (phonetic)? 

A wiseguy. 
Q And the defendant says, "Uh-huh." Then you ask, "He's 
not a skipper?" And the defendant says, "Yeah." And you say, 
"He is too." And he says, "Yeah." 

What was your understanding of the defendant's 

position in organized crime, at that time? 
A He was a captain. 
Q And what was he telling you about what Cesar's position 
was? 
A A captain also. 


MS. ARGENTIERI: We can turn to page 5 and play clip 


(Audiotape played for the jury.) 


Page 5, line 3, the defendant says, "Anthony never came." 
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Who is Anthony? 
A My son. 
Q What was the defendant asking you, whether Anthony came 
where? 
To the hospital, to come and see me. 
When you were sick? 
Yes. 
Line 11, the defendant says, "What? Did he come once? 
Jerry you should have never straightened him out." 
Who was the defendant saying was straightened out? 
Repeat that. 


Q Line 11 and 12, the defendant says, "I told Jerry you 


should have never straightened him out." 


Who is the defendant saying was straightened out? 
My son. 
The defendant says, "I can do anybody I want." And you 
"Why don't you do it then." 
What were you asking him? 
For myself. 
Then he says, "Because you're going to get in trouble." 
What was your understanding of how the defendant 
thought you were going to get in trouble? 
A I would continue to borrow money. 
Q Then the defendant says, at line 30, "I wish Jerry never 


did him, Johnny Phones, and that kid, Mike Palmaccio." 
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What was the defendant saying there? 
That we straightened out. 
Who was straightened out? 
Johnny Phones and Mike Palmaccio. 
Who is the "him"? 
My son. 
And who had straightened those individuals out? 
Jerry. 
Is that something you wanted for your son? 


No. Never. 
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for the principal." Then on the next page you said, "How 
about all the good things I did then?" And the defendant 
said, "You did a lot of good things." 

What were the good things that you did for the 


defendant? 


A Assisted in burying a body, Lufthansa heist, FedEx, 


numerous highjackings. 
Q And the defendant said to you, "But you did more bad." 
When he said you did bad, what did he mean? 


Borrowing money. 


Then he tells you, "That's why Bam's getting in trouble." 


What did you understand him to mean? 
With his big mouth. 


Then below he says, "The thing with the guy at the car 
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For how much? 


70,000. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


He gave him a shylock loan. 


And why would Bam be in trouble for giving out that loan? 


What was your understanding? 


He didn't put 
With who? 
Jerry. 


Then he says, 


What was your understanding of what Bam did for 


Ronny Truvio's son? 


it on record. 


"He gave Ronnie Truvio's son 30,000." 


Another shylock loan. 


Who family was 


Gambinos. 


And you previously testified about this, but just so it's 


clear, what crime family was Vinny from the car wash around? 


A The Gambinos. 


MS. ARGENTIERI: 


(Audi 


Q Top of page 7, 


gives me 500 every other week, two or three weeks.” 


Who is the defendant saying was giving him money? 


Jackie. 


Ron Truvio (phonetic) around? 


otape played for the jury.) 


lines 3 through 7, "He's been good. 
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He says they wanted to make him consigliere. Who did 
want to make consigliere? 
Jackie. 


And the defendant says, "He turned it down. Don't want 


What did you understand that to mean? 
He didn't want it. He wanted to stick with Jerry. 
What was his position with Jerry? 
He was acting captain. 


Then the defendant says, at line 31, "He don't want to 


leave Jerry," and he says, "I spoke to him. I said, Tom, do 


you know he's like this with my son. Just keep him with your 


son. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Who was the defendant having that conversation with? 
The boss. 
Tommy? 
Yes. 


Then the next page, you say, "How about you?" The 


defendant says, "I'm on the committee.” 


A 
Q 
"Oh, 


You previously testified about the committee? 


Then you ask, "Who's with you?" And the defendant says, 
I got guys." 
What did you understand him to mean? 


That they were going to give him guys to be under him. 
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And he says, "Monday we have a meeting. Going to take 
guys down." 
What does it mean to take some guys down? 
Demote. 
They want to vote on it. I said, "No." And then who 
to the defendant, "How can you go against me?" 
Tommy. 
The boss? 
Yes. 


And the defendant says, "Tom, because I feel it's the 


right thing to do. You know, other guys bad mouth guys. They 


got an axe to grind. You should wait." 


What was your understanding of what the defendant 


was saying? 


That should wait until these guys come home before you 
them down. Give them a chance to defend themselves. 
Come home from where? 

From being incarcerated. 

Is that what had happened to the defendant? 

Yes. 

And he says, "Because I would like other guys to give me 
same respect." 

Exactly. 


Showing you the witness Government Exhibit 242, when did 


you make this recording, sir? 
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4/26/2013. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: If everyone could turn to tab 242. 
Let's play the first clip. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Briefly, where were you when you made this recording? 
The Esquire Diner. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Could we play clip two at page 3. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Q Starting at page 3, top line, you say, "Hey, Bazoo, 
congratulations." 
What were you congratulating him for? 
For being straightened out. 
Q Page 4, line 6, the defendant says, "What's going on? 
Any news?" And Ragano says, "When do we stab this guy in the 
neck? That's what I want to know." And the defendant says, 
"Stab him today." 
What's your understanding of who they were referring 
to? 
Bam. 


You previously testified about an issue with Bam? 


What was the problem? 


A 
Q 
A Yes. 
Q 
A 


He kept giving out money to different people, different 
families, without permission. 


Q Then Ragano says, "He's the worse." And defendant says, 
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"I told you to give him a beating. I told you that. I sent 
three guys to give him a beating, so it won't be the first 
time he got a beating from me." 
What was your understanding of what that meant? 
A That the defendant had sent three guys to give him a 
beating. 
Q To give who a beating? 
A Bam. 
Q Then at page 5, line 20, Ragano says, "He opened his 
mouth. He said the kid was with him." And Vinny said, "Who 
is he to have anybody with him?" 
What was your understanding of who they were talking 
about? 
Frankie from the car wash. 
Who had opened his mouth and said the kid was with him? 
Bam. 
Going down, when Ragano says, "He went to jack, he went 


to Vin, he went to this guy," who was the person he was 


talking about who had gone to all those different people? 


A Bam. 

Q On the next page, line 24, where Ragano says, "I said go 
in the back room, Rob," who was Ragano talking to in this 
conversation he's relating? 

A 


Q "First of all, Vinny's trying to help you. That's number 
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one. And you lied to him." 

What was your understanding of what Bam had lied to 
Vinny about? 
A About giving the money. 
Q To the guy from the car wash? 
A From the car wash, yeah. 
Q What is your understanding of who Bam was around when he 
made the loan to the guy at the car wash? 
A At that time, Vinny. 
Q And you previously testified how Bam went from Vinny to 
Jerry? 
A 
Q Then at line 38, the defendant says, "Did Jack tell you 
to go over there and talk to that Frankie?" And Ragano says, 
"I went to see Frankie." 

Who is the Frankie that they're talking about? 


A From the car wash. 


Q And what was Frankie and Vinny from the car wash's 


relationship? 

A They were partners. 

Q Then the top of page 7, the defendant says, "And what 
happened?" And Ragano says, "Rob seen Frankie." 


Who had gone to see Frankie from the car wash? 


Line 8, Ragano says, "And Frankie told him he went 
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to see the guy or sent a message to him, and the guy said 
don't worry. Tell him I'm going to pay." And rob said, 
"Okay. I'll] wait for you to come home." 

What was your understanding of what that meant? 
A That Vinny was incarcerated, his partner, and he said he 
was going to pay the money. 
Q When he came home from where? 
A Being incarcerated. 
Q And then -- and Frankie had had that conversation with 
Bam? 
A Yes. 
Q And then Vinny, at line 22, says, "But he didn't hear it 
from -- you got to go there and say, listen, Frankie, if this 


guy goes away, he might get deported." Line 29, "Where does 


the money come from? Where does the $70,000 come from?" 


What was your understanding of who might get 
deported? 
Vinny, the car wash. 
When Vinny Asaro refers to the 70,000, who had loaned out 
70,000? 
Bam. 
To who? 
Frankie and -- I mean, Vinny, from the car wash. 
And then Ragano says, "This is what he told me, he says 


right now the word is he's not going to get deported, but if 
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he does, we'll figure it out." 
When Ragano is telling the defendant about this, he 
was relating that he was -- a conversation he had with who? 
A With Frankie and Bam. 
Q And then the defendant says, at the bottom, "We don't 
have to figure it out. We want to Know because he's partners 
there." 
Who is the defendant saying was Vinny's partner? 
A Frankie. 
Q Then at page 8, line 9, Ragano says, "He's going to take 
care of whatever's gotta be taken care of." And then the 
defendant says, "Okay." And then Ragano says, "As far as he's 
concerned, he told Rob when you gave the guy the money, you 
never came and said anything to me." 
Who is saying that? 
Ragano. 
And who is Ragano saying as far as he's concerned he told 
Who made those statements? 
Ragano. 
Then, at line 29, he says, "He told you it was 30,000 
instead of 70,000?" And Vinny says, "70,000." 


What are they talking about? 


A The shylock loan that Bam lent him. 


Q And then Ragano says, "This guy told me it was like -- 


it's like a hundred and thirty thousand." 
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What did you understand Ragano to be saying? 
A That Frankie told him it was -- it wasn't 70,000, it was 
more like a hundred and thirty thousand. 
Q Down at the bottom of page 9, Ragano says, "You see this 
other thing about Mike P? Who -- you didn't see that?" 

And on the next page, they talk about Mike from the 
glass shop. Who are they referring to? 
A Palmaccio. 
Q And at line 11, on page 10, Ragano says, "He's on the 
Internet with his T-shirt off, and a friend will help you 
move, but a real friend will help you move a body." 

What was your understanding of what Ragano was 
telling you and the defendant? 
A That a wiseguy -- a normal friend will help you move, but 
a wiseguy will help you move a body. 

But who would put that on the Internet? 


Palmaccio. 


Palmaccio. 


Q 
A 
Q And who had his shirt off on the Internet? 
A 
Q 


Then at line 32, the defendant says, "What is he even 
doing on the Internet?" 
What was your understanding of why Mike Palmaccio 
was not supposed to be on the Internet? 
A You don't advertise that life. 


MS. ARGENTIERI: Could we play clip three at page 
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(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Q Page 12, lines 22 through 25, where Ragano says, "The 
papers got him with a baseball hat on, with no shirt, tattoos 


a, gold chain," do you see that at page 12, lines 22 through 


Yes. 

Who was he referring to? 

Palmaccio. 

On the next page, Ragano, lines 10 through 12, says, 
"I'll go to jail in five minutes, but I don't want to go to 
jail for these stupid motherfuckers, Vin." 

What was he referring to? 
A What Palmaccio did on the Internet. 
Q Then at line 18, the defendant says, "My son made nothing 
but garbage, nothing but garbage." 


What was the defendant referring to? 


A The guys that he made were nothing. They never did 


anything. 

Q Then he says, "I could mention four guys, Johnny 
Phones -- " 

Who is Johnny Phones? 
He's with Jerry. 


"Mike Padavona," you previously testified about? 


Yes. 
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Then he says, "And Anthony." Who is Anthony? 
My son. 
Q The next page he says, "He ain't Anthony with him." This 
is page 19, line 1 to 2, "He didn't do anything for Jerry. He 
didn't do anything for me. He didn't earn a dime. Johnny 
Phones never earned a dime either." 
What was your understanding of what the defendant 
was saying? 
A That my son never did anything wrong, never earned no 
money. 
Q For the defendant or Jerry? 
A 
Q Then, at lines 8 through 9, he says, "You gotta know what 
to do with it when you get it." 
What was your understanding of what that meant? 
A You have to know what to do, when you become a wiseguy, 


how to borrow money, put it out on the street, let associates 


with you earn for the familiar. 


Q Line 17, he says, "Leave the kid alone, Anthony. For 
what? Mention one thing that he has done, not one thing, two 
things." 
What is he referring to? 
That my son never did anything wrong at all, ever. 
And Jerry straightened him out? 


Yes. 
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at page 16, lines 15 through 19, Ragano says, "I 


told the kid, JB." Who is JB? 


A He's 


-- he owns a car dealership on Pitkin Avenue. 


THE COURT: Is this a good time to break for lunch? 


MS. ARGENTIERI: Sure. 
THE COURT: Okay. Thirty-five minutes, is that 


(Outside the presence of the jury.) 
THE COURT: We'll resume 20 of 2:00. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Thank you. 
(Lunch recess.) 
(Outside the presence of the jury.) 
THE COURT: Please sit down. We don't have the 


defendant with us. 


Mr. Asaro, 


MS. MACEDONIO: He's up. 
THE COURT: I think the jury's going to come in. 
I think the jury's going to come in. 
THE DEFENDANT: I'm sorry. 
THE COURT: That's all right. 
(In the presence of the jury.) 
THE COURT: Please be seated, Ms. Argentieri. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Thank you, Judge. 


Just want to remind you, you're still under oath. 


Yes. 


Two things, before we go back to the recording, we were 
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listening to -- 

MS. ARGENTIERI: May I show something just to the 

defendant (sic)? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

Do you recognize this person? 
Yes. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: That's Government Exhibit 95. 
Government Exhibit 402. Have you reviewed this prior to 
testimony here? 

Yes. 

And what does this show? 

The defendant, myself, and names. 

Other than the fact that every single relative that -- 

THE COURT: Are we going -- is that going into 


evidence? Is that already in? 


MS. ARGENTIERI: I was going to qualify it before it 


was admitted, Judge. 
THE COURT: That's fine. Go ahead. 
Q Is it accurate, other than certain of your relatives are 


not present? 


Because it would be too many to list? 

Exactly. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: I move to admit 95 and 402. 
MS. MACEDONIO: No objection. 
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THE COURT: Admitted. 
(Government's Exhibit 95 and 402 were received in 
evidence.) 
THE COURT: You may publish. 
Ninety-five, who is that? 
Sal Vitale. 
What position did have in organized crime? 
Underboss. 
What family? 
Bonannos. 
This is Government Exhibit 402. What does this show? 
The relationship of John Zaffarano to the defendant. 
And yourself? 
Yes. 
And you reviewed this prior to your testimony; correct? 


Yes. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And does this show that the defendant's father is related 
to John Zaffarano's mother and Mickie Zaffarano's wife? 
A Yes. 
Q And you're not related directly to the Zaffaranos; is 
that correct? 
A Correct. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Okay. When we left off, we were in 
the midst of reviewing recording Government Exhibit 242. If 


everyone could turn to page 17 of Government Exhibit 242. 
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We're going to play clip four. 


(Audiotape played for the jury.) 

Q Bottom of page 17, line 37, the defendant says, "He lied 
to me. I collected 3500 off JB. The kid owed ten, and I 
settled for 3500." 

What was your understanding of who this money was 
owed to? 
A Bam. 
Q And when the defendant says, "He lied to me," who had 
lied to the defendant? 
A Bam. 
Q And when the defendant says, "I collected 3500, the kid 
owed 10, and I settled for 3500," what did you understand that 
to mean? 
That he owed 10,000, and he settled for 3500. 
So who took the 3500? 
The defendant. 
From who? 
From JB. 
He's the kid? 
Yeah. 


D > Oo POr D Dr 


Next page, 18, lines 4 and 5, Ragano says, "I tried not 
to abuse him in the office like Vin does. I bring him in the 


back room, at least. 


Who is he referring to? 
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Bam. 
When he says the office, what was he referring to? 


The business that he has there. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And, 29 and 30, the defendant says, "Everything gets 
straightened out. You go over there, and Jerry bought the 
place over there, you know. He bought the scrap yard. He's 
going to put you in charge of it." 
What was the defendant telling Ragano? 
A That Jerry bought the -- it was a concrete place, but 
they turned it into a scrap yard, and he was going to put John 
Ragano in charge of it. 
Q And Ragano says, "Yeah, I know. He told me. As soon as 
he's off parole." Who was off parole? 
A Jerry. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Can we play clip five at page 19. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 

Q Page 19, line 3, the defendant says, "Vinny's a 
photographer." Who was he referring to? 

Vinny Video. 

Was he there for a portion of this conversation? 

Yes. 

Then the defendant brings up the Percicose; Sean, Teddy. 
Who were the Percicose (phonetic)? 
A The Colombo family. 


Q Now, the bottom of page 21, Ragano says, "I seen the 
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paper. Jack seen the paper. And Ragano's talking about 
shelving the paper." 

Is that about Palmaccio? 
Yes. 


When they say "the paper," what do they mean? 


The incident. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


What was your understanding of why this was such a big 
deal? 
A He broadcast over the Internet that -- you know, what the 
family business is really about. 
Q And then, at page 22, line 10 and 11, the defendant says, 
"Don't you understand this is going to go back to other people 
and make us look like a bunch of scum bags." 

What was your understanding of what the defendant 
meant? 
A That it's going to go back to other families, and they're 
going to see that this guy is a real idiot. 
Q And he's an inducted member? 
A Yes. 
Q Page 23, line 7, the defendant says, "John, do you know 
what you got to do? Go back to him and tell him -- listen to 


me. Call me back. I just got a phone call. Don't tell him 


Who is the defendant giving this direction to? 


Palmaccio. 
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Q And who was he telling to go to Palmaccio? 
A John Ragano. 
Q What was your understanding of why he didn't want Ragano 
to say who it was coming from? 
A He didn't want to forewarn him, you know, that certain 
people knew of it. 
Q Line 25 page 23, the defendant says, "What happened with 
Frankie now?" 

Is that Frankie from the car wash? 
A Yes. 
Q And Ragano says, "You sent me over there to get -- and I 
bring you a quarter." 

What did you understand him to mean, a quarter? 
A 2500. 
Q And then he says, "I don't want -- I don't want to hear 
nothing. Rob, you gotta take care of this. You just gotta 
take care of it." 

When Ragano said he had this conversation with Rob, 
who was he saying he talked to? 


A Bam. 


Q Was Bam going to be held responsible for that money as 


well, of your understanding? 
A Yes. 
Q Now, there's a discussion about an accountant. Was there 


some other beef going on with the Gurinos, at the time? 
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Yes. 
Do you know the details of that? 
No. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Going to page 26, could we play 
clip six. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Q Line 3, page 26, the defendant asks, "John, how's 
Andrew?" 
What did you understand him to mean? Who? 
A Andrew Corro. 
Q Bottom of page 27, or middle of page 27, the defendant 


says, "When you go -- when you go see Frankie from the car 


wash, you understand, you can't go alone." 


What was your understanding of why Ragano was going 
to see Frankie from the car wash? 
To collect the money. 
The 70,000? 
Yes. 
Then the defendant says, "You gotta go with another 
goodfella. This way he can't deny it." 
What was your understanding of what he was telling 
Ragano? 
A You need to go with a witness, another goodfella, so he 
can't deny what he said. 


Q Who can't deny? 
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A Frankie. Whatever Frankie said. 

Q And at line 38, when Ragano says, "He said Bam came to 
see him. He said Bam went to see the guy, or he sends 
somebody to see the guy, and the guy says as soon as I'm done 
with this I'm going to take care of my obligations." 

What was your understanding of who Bam had -- when 
he says the guy, Bam went to see the guy, or sends somebody to 
see the guy, and the guy said I'm going to take care of my 
obligations, who was the guy? 

A Vinny from the car wash. 

Q Then at page 28, line 3, the defendant says, "Okay. 
Let's say the guy gets deported, and you go to Frankie, and 
Frankie says I never said that, where do you go from there?" 

What was the defendant telling Ragano? 

A That there's no witness to what he said. He'll deny what 
he said, if he said he'll pay it. Nobody will witness it. 


Q Then the defendant says, at line 15, "Because that's what 


they do. Oh, I never said that. When I had the argument with 


Cesar -- 
Who is Cesar? 
Moreno. 
"When I told you he lifted his hands up, he denied it." 
What was he saying Cesar had done? 
Lifted his hands up to the defendant. 


After that, did Cesar admit doing it? 
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A No. 


Q The defendant says, "He's going to deny it. Of course, 


they're going to deny it." This is line 22, 26. "I never 


said that. How could I say that? I didn't owe him the 
money." 
Who is the defendant saying is going to say that? 
Frankie. 
And this meeting was in April of 2013; correct? 
Yes. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Showing the witness Government 
Exhibit 243 in evidence. 
When did you make this recording? 
6/11/2013. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Could we play clip one, please. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Now, this recording was in June. Do you recall meeting 
the defendant prior to this? 
Yes. 
In a recording we didn't listen to here today? 
Yes. 
And during that meeting, what did the defendant tell you 
about money he'd gotten from the car wash? 
A He gambled it. 
Q What did he tell you about how much money he had gotten? 
A 4500. 
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Going to page 2 -- 


The complete -- 


All the money together was 14,000. 


Q 
A 
Q Page 2 of Government Exhibit 243? 
A 
Q 


Oh, I'm sorry. We'll go back to that in a second. Just 
going to page 2, line 12. The defendant says, "Some guy 
from -- me and Bazoo, some guy in Bam's office, me and John 
had a fight." 

Who had gotten into a fight? 

The defendant and Bazoo. 

Where? 

At Bam's place, his business. 

When the defendant said, "I got him. I cracked him," 

had he done to the guy? 

He punched him. 

When he described the guy as a muscle guy, what does that 
mean? 
A He was a muscular build guy. 
Q Bottom of that page, "What happened with Palmaccio? 
Jerry told him not to come around no more." You say, "He 
shelved him." The defendant said, "He can't shelf him. He 
don't have the right to do that to him." 

What was your understanding of why Palmaccio was in 

trouble? 


A Because of the picture on the Internet. 


NICOLE CANALES, CSR, RPR 


O Oo © N QO oO A O Na 


N N N N N Na à à a a a a: a a E 
an A O N > FD O © N QO OA Aà O Na 


Valenti - Direct - Argentieri 1344 


Q And what is your understanding on who in organize crime 
can shelf a -- like a soldier or a captain? 
A The boss. 
Q Then you say, "Last time I seen you --" you said, "He 
said he chased him out of the neighborhood. You told him to 
sell his house." And the defendant said, "Who said that?" 
And you said, "Last time I seen you." 

Was that during his prior meeting? 
A Yes. 
Q Then he says, "I'm having a lot of problems with my 
nephew Ronnie." Who was Ronnie? 
A Ronnie Giallanzo. 
Q The bottom of that page, "Ronny's got a death wish. He 


don't want to stop. He thinks he's Al Capone, giving these 


guys cart blanche." 


What was your understanding about what he was saying 
about Ronnie his nephew? 
A Associates around Ronnie was telling him collect the 
money however you have to collect it. 
Q Then he says at the top of page 4, "Ronny's going to 
jail, mark my words"? 
A Yes. 
Q What was your understanding of why Ronnie was going to be 
going to jail? 


A Because of the way he'd been conducting himself. 
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Q Bottom of that page, you ask the defendant, "What 
happened to the money from the car wash?" 

During the prior meeting you had with the defendant, 
what had he told you about how much money he got from the car 
wash and who received it? 

14,000. 

And who got a piece of it? 

Jerry got 10,000; John Bazoo got 6,000; Jackie got 
10,000. 
Q And then when you asked about the car wash money, is that 
what you were asking about? 
A Yes. 


Q And then you say -- and what was your understanding of 


where he got that money from? Who had given it to him? 


A Bam. 
Q You say, "You got 4,000," and the defendant says, "4,000. 
I got 14,000." 


Is that the money he's referring to? 


MS. ARGENTIERI: We can play clip two, page 6. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
MS. ARGENTIERI: We can play the next clip. 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
Line 25, you ask, "Did you give Tommy the money?" 


Who were you referring to? 
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The boss. 

What money were you referring to? 

The 4,000 that he owed him. 

From the 14? 

Yes. 

Can you explain what money Tommy was supposed to get? 
You said 4,000? 

4,000. 

What was the money from? 


From the money that Bam had paid him. 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q Related to the car wash? 
A 
Q 


What was your understanding, if Bam loaned the money out 
without permission, how everyone found out about it? What did 
the defendant tell you? 

A I don't know if I'm following what you're saying. 

Q You said Bam loaned money to Vinny from the car wash 
without permission. 

A Right. 

Q What did the defendant tell you about how it came out 
that he'd loaned the money? 

A Because he started going to different people to try and 
collect the money. 

Q The guy from the car wash stopped paying? 

A Yes. 
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Q Now, at the bottom of this page, the defendant says, at 

35, "We had 30,000 coming. He took $15,000 of it." 
Who had taken $15,000 of it? 

A Tommy. 

Q He said, "We had 30,000 coming; me, Jackie and Jerry." 

He says, "Well, without us, you wouldn't have collected it." 
Who said that? 

A The defendant. Tommy said it. 

Q You're saying the defendant said Tommy said it? 

A Yes. 

Q And then who said, "Yeah, without me you wouldn't have 

got nothing"? 

Who said that to the defendant? 
Tommy. 
And what did he mean by that? 


Without him they wouldn't have gotten any money. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


So the next page, when he makes reference to Joey 
Massino, who is Joey Massino? 

A A boss of the family, at one time. 

Q And just to be clear, the money that he's talking about 
collecting, the 30, the 14, who was paying that money? 

A Bam. 

Q You previously testified that you were involved in first 
concealing the body with the defendant and then moving it; is 


that right? 
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A 

Q Where was the body buried? 

A At one of the houses that I was finishing up for my 
father. 


And you identified a photo of one of those houses? 


Q When you initially -- on the night that the defendant and 


Jimmy Burke buried Paul Katz there, when you initially went 


in, what did you do with regard to the hole? 

I filled it with cement. 

Then when you went back, why did you go back there? 

I'm not following you. 

After that, you went back at some point and moved the 
body? 
A 
Q When you went to move the body, who were you with? 
A Jerry. 
Q What did you observe as you went to move Paul Katz' body? 
What kinds of things did you see? 
A Bones, skeletal bones, some hair fiber, concrete; pieces 
of concrete, material like a corduroy, and rebar. 

That's the metal that was in -- 

Reenforcing metal. 

And what condition was Paul Katz' -- was his body in, at 


that time? 
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What position? 
What condition? 
Skeleton. Bones. 


After you removed his body, his remains, how did you 


close the hole? What did you do? 


A 


With the same dirt we dug out and concrete, and then new 


cement on top. 


Q 


You said that happened in the houses that your father was 


building; is that correct? 


A 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Yes. 

Where were those houses located? 

102nd Road, between 84th and 83rd Street, in Queens. 
And were those houses also located near Liberty Avenue? 
Yes. The backyards were in Liberty Avenue. 


MS. ARGENTIERI: Can I show something to just the 


witness, Judge? 


THE COURT: Yes. 
142, you talked about already. You testified about -- 
I can't hear you, Nicole. 
I'm sorry. 142A, 142B, 142C, do you see that? 
Yes. 
Do you recognize it? 
Yes. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: I move to admit it. 
MS. MACEDONIO: No objection. 
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THE COURT: Admitted. 

(Government's Exhibit 142A, 142B, 142C were 
received in evidence.) 

Q 142, what is this a photo of? 

A The homes that I was completing for my father. 

Q And which home was Paul Katz buried in, indicating the 
second from the left? 

A Yes. 

Q Where does Liberty Avenue run? Where it is in relation 
to these houses? 

A Behind -- directly behind the house. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I'm sorry. I said second from the 
left, from the record, but it's actually second from the 
right. The house that the witness indicated is actually 
second from the right. Showing the witness Government 
Exhibit 142A. 

What is that a photo of? 
The basement entranceway to the house. 


The second house from the right? 


And so you entered back here? 


Yes. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A Yes. 
Q 
A 
Q 


And so in what direction is the room where Paul Katz' 
body was buried, indicating the door at the back of the photo? 
A (Indicating). 
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Did you take the agents to the place where you had 


removed Paul Katz' remains from? 


Yes. 
That was after your cooperation? 
Yes. 


And when you do that, is this the condition, 142B, that 


the basement was in? 


Yes. 
Obviously different from the last time you saw it? 
Yes. 


Looking at 142B, I know it's hard to tell in this photo, 


but where approximately was Paul Katz buried? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


(Indicating). 

So indicating behind the doorway that's there? 

Yes. 

Like, toward the back of the house? 

Yes, just two feet, maybe, behind that doorway. 
Showing the witness Government Exhibit 244, do you see 


sir? 
What date did you make that recording? 
6/17/2013. 


Is that the last recording you made? 


On that day, what, if any, direction did the agents give 
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you? 
A To go and meet with the defendant, and tell him that the 
FBI were all around Liberty Avenue, on 83rd and 84th Street. 
Q By the Paul Katz house? 
A Yes. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Can we play -- if everyone could 
to 105 in their binders. 
THE WITNESS: 105? 
MS. ARGENTIERI: It's actually 244. I'm sorry. 
THE WITNESS: How about them cowboys? 
(Audiotape played for the jury.) 
When you made that recording, where were you? 


In the car. 


By the Esquire Diner. 


Q 
A 
Q Where? 
A 
Q 


When you said to him, "The feds are all over Liberty 


Avenue," and he said, "Bam, 
A On Liberty Avenue. 

Q Different direction or different -- 

A Same direction, a few blocks prior to. Bam was on -- 
between 88th and 86th Street, and the body was between 84th 
and 83rd Street. 

Q When you initially said the feds were all over Liberty 


Avenue, what did you think the defendant understood you to 


mean? 
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Bam's place. 
Q Then, at line 23, you say, "I'm talking about Liberty 
Avenue where -- you know what I mean?" 
At that point, what did you understand the defendant 
to know you meant? 
A He knew what I meant, that -- where Paul Katz was buried. 


MS. MACEDONIO: Objection to what the defendant 


THE COURT: Sustained. 

What did you believe he knew? 

I'm sorry? 

What did you believe he knew? 

That I was an informant. 

And then when you said about Liberty Avenue where, what 

you referring to? 

Where the body was. 

What was the defendant's demeanor when you said that? 

A look of disgust. A look of hatred. You'd have to be 
with someone to know that look, a look of disgusted. How 


could you do this to me? That was the look. 


Q Then you said, "You know what I mean?" And the defendant 


said, "No, I don't know what you mean. All right. Let me 


What did you understand him to be telling you? 
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A Well, the way it was said is, "No, I don't know what you 
mean. Let me go. Go. Go. Don't call me." 
Q And in that moment, you believe he knew you were an 
informant? 
Yes. 
When was the last time you saw the defendant? 
In court. 
Before that? 
At the Esquire Diner. 
The day you made this recording? 
Yes. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: No further questions. 
THE COURT: Would you like a five-minute break? 
MS. MACEDONIO: Yes. 
THE COURT: Thanks. 
(Outside the presence of the jury.) 
MS. MACEDONIO: Judge, I have some transcripts that 
I'd like to be able to go through with this witness, and I'm 
concerned that -- I don't want to have him say I don't 


remember making that recording, so I have discussed this with 


Ms. Cooley, and we thought maybe we would give him copies of 


the transcripts I intend to review with him, because the 
recordings I want to review with him I don't believe are 
admissible. If you can review them during the break -- 


THE COURT: How long will that take? 
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MS. ARGENTIERI: I don't actually think he should 
review them in advance. I think if you want to refresh his 
recollection with them, you can show them on the ELMO. 

MS. MACEDONIO: If he doesn't remember, we'll break. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I think that's how it will work. 

MS. MACEDONIO: I'm just trying to speed it up. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I haven't seen the transcripts she 
wants to show him. 

THE COURT: Why don't you show her so she'll know 
what's going on. 

MS. MACEDONIO: One of them is yours. 

(Recess in proceedings. ) 
(Outside the presence of the jury.) 

THE COURT: Were you able to resolve it? 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I looked at the transcripts, Judge. 
I haven't seen them before. I think she's just going to 
proceed with her examination, Judge. 

THE COURT: I think it is correct that if they use 


the papers to refresh the witness' recollection, and it 


doesn't, and the tape is the evidence that may do it, then 


listen to the tape. 
MS. MACEDONIO: Well, the tape isn't in evidence. 
THE COURT: The tape can't go in evidence either. 
MS. MACEDONIO: I'm not looking to put the tape in 


evidence, but I may want to use the tape to refresh his 
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recollection. 

THE COURT: Exactly. That's all. But he's going to 
have to listen to it. Nobody else. Can you be really 
discrete in your selections? 

MS. MACEDONIO: I was. I'm going to start from the 
beginning, where Ms. Argentieri started on Tuesday morning, 
and I'm going to go from there. I'm joking. 

THE COURT: Only in another week or so. 


Can we get the defendant and the witness and do 


(In the presence of the jury.) 
COURT: Please be seated. 

Ms. Macedonio. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Thank you, Judge. 
CROSS - EXAMINATION 
BY MS. MACEDONIO: 
Q Good afternoon, Mr. Valenti. 
A Good afternoon. 
Q My name is Elizabeth Macedonio. I represent your cousin, 
Vincent Asaro. 


A Yes. 


Q So we've heard a lot from you, I guess, the past almost 


four days; right? 
A 


And now it's my opportunity to ask you some questions. 
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Okay? 
A 
Q 
decid 
A 
Q 


was because you needed to support your family, fair to say? 


A 
Q 


was g 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
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Sure. 


You told the ladies and gentlemen of this jury that you 


ed to cooperate at some point in 2008; is that correct? 


Yes. 


And you said that the reason that you decided to do that 


Yes. 


And tell us what you meant by cooperation and how that 


oing to help you support your family. 

How the government would help me is -- 

I'm sorry, Mr. Valenti. 

I'm sorry. How the government was going to help me. 
Okay. So you made a decision on your own; right? 
Yes. 

And you thought this through, did you not? 

I didn't hear you. 


Okay. I'm sorry. If you can't hear me, just let me 


Yes, I will. 


So you decided in 2008, at some point, that you were 


going to cooperate with the government; right? 


Did you think about that for a long time? 


Yes. 
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Q How lon 
A Over th 
Q Okay. 
started abou 
Around 
And was 
About a 
And you 


in your 
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g do you think you thought about it? 
e years, past few years, prior to. 
So give us a time frame. When do you think you 
t thinking about cooperating? 
2006. 
that when you first came back from Las Vegas? 
year afterwards, yes. 
said when you came back from Las Vegas, you had 


arms and a suit on your back? 


Correct. 


Nothing 
Nothing 
And you 
Vegas, didn' 
No, she 
How old 
Fifty-s 
Okay. 
grown childr 
Yes. 
And you 
Yes. 
You get 
Correct 


And you 


else? 

else. 

r wife, which you had met and married in Las 
t come back with you? 


didn't. 


were you, at that time? 


even. 
So you're a 57-year-old man. You have four other 


en; right? 


have this infant in your arms? 


back to New York, and you have nothing? 


say at some point thereafter that you decide 
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you're going to cooperate with the Government? 

A Yes. 

Q And was that something you had thought about for years 
before you actually did it? 

A Yes. 

Q But when you came back from Las Vegas, while you were 
thinking about this, you were also committing crimes; is that 
fair to say? 

A Yes. 

Q So for awhile you were committing crimes but thinking 
about cooperating with the Government, fair to say? 

A Yes. 

Q But then ultimately you pull the trigger, and you walk 
into the FBI office; right? 

A I called them. 

Q Okay. So tell us what happened. 

A I called the FBI and said I would like to cooperate to 
speak to someone. I don't have any crimes against me. I have 
no cases against me. 


Q Uh-huh. 


A I just have a lot of remorse in me, and I need ways to 


support my family. I don't want to live that life of crime 
that I had to live. 
Q So you called the FBI, and you said I need a way to 


support my family? 
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Yes. 
And they said come on in? 


We set up an appointment. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Did you just call a random number out of the phone book? 
How did you know how to call the FBI? 

A Yes, I had a phone. 

Q Did you give information to whoever it was that answered 
the phone? 

A Yes, to the person that answered the phone. Her name was 
Nora. It was coincidental that she was the head of the squad 
for the Bonanno family. 

Q Okay. And so you then go in, and you talk to the FBI; 
right? 

Yes. 

And a large part of this for you was financial; right? 
Yes. 

You weren't earning any money; right? 

No. 

You certainly didn't have a job; right? 


No. 


o > DOD POr oO Dx 


When was the last time before 2008 that you actually had 
job? 

When I first came back in 2005. 

And that was the job that you had at Dart Limousine, that 


. Asaro helped you to get? 
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A 
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Yes. 


And you go into the FBI with this idea that they're going 


to help you support your family; correct? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Yes. 

And did you discuss that when you first met with them? 
Yes. 

What did they tell you? 


Yes, it depends on what you have, what information you 


have, we can do that. 


Q 
A 


Okay. And so what happened? 


And they started debriefing me and giving me money to 


live on to pay my bills. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


How much money were they giving you? 
Approximately 3,000 a month. 
Did that start right away in September of 2008? 


Yes. 


So you walk in the door and immediately start collecting 


paycheck from the Government? 


Not on the spot. 
Right. But shortly thereafter? 


Yes. 


Now, you testified that financial was a big, big part of 


the issue for you when you went into the FBI; right? 


A 
Q 


Mostly. 


So that was the most important thing to you, at the 


NICOLE CANALES, CSR, RPR 


O Ooo N QO oO A WO N >œ 


N N N N NNa à a a a a a: a a SE 
an A O N > TD O © N FDO OA Aà O Na 


Valenti - Cross - Macedonio 


moment, right, when you walked into the FBI? 

It was a combination of things. 

Okay. But that was a driving factor, fair to say? 

Yes. 

And you then almost immediately dispense with that; they 
say we're going to give you money? 
A Yes. 
Q Get you set up; right? In other words, they're going to 
start getting you regularly paid? 
A Yes. 
Q And you were using that money to pay all of your 
expenses; right? 
A Correct. 
Q Okay. And that was part of what you had thought out, 
right, part of your plan? 
A Yes. 


Q Right. So the plan was I'm going to go to the FBI; I'm 


going to give them this information; they're going to give me 
money. Correct? 

A Correct. 

Q So thus far, the plan is working; right? 

A As long as I was telling the truth, and that's what I 
did, yes. 

Q Okay. So you walk in, in September 2008. You have a 


plan you're going to execute, and it's working; right? 
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Yes. 

Okay. And do you remember who you first met with? 
Nora. 

Nora. And then who else? 

Jude. 

The two agents at this table, did you meet with them? 
One of them. 

Who did you meet with? 

Adam. 

Mininni? 

Yes. 

Was that when you first met? 

Yes. 

Special Agent Mininni was at your first meeting? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Is it fair to say, Mr. Valenti, that over the course of 
your cooperation you've meet with many agents of law 
enforcement? 

Different parts of law enforcement, yes. 

How many agents from the FBI do you think you met with? 
Maybe six or seven. 

That's it? 

Uh-huh. 

Who did you think you met with the most? 


Adam. 
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Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
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Adam Mininni. How about Agent Ypelaar? 

Yes, I met with him also. 

But you think you met with Agent Mininni the most? 
Yes. 


How many times over the years do you think you met with 


Agent Mininni? 


I'd say more than a hundred and fifty. 
More than a hundred fifty times? 
Yes. 


Is it fair to say some of that contact was in person; 


right? 


A 
Q 


Yes. 


And then there were other times where you'd speak on the 


phone? 


Yes. 

And were some of those meetings long in duration? 

The recordings were. 

My question to you, sir, is the meetings that you had 
the FBI, how long would they typically take? 

The meetings on the phone or the -- 


Let's take them in turn. When you first go into the FBI, 


you're meeting with agents, and you're being debriefed? 


A 
Q 
A 


Correct. 
How long were those meetings? 


They varied. Two, three, four hours. 
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Q And then you said you met with the agents approximately a 
hundred and fifty times; right? 

A Yes. 

Q So could you put a number of hours that you spent with 
agents of law enforcement prior to your testimony? 

A I mean I would need time to think about it. I mean, you 
know, it's -- 

Q Why don't we come back to that question. 

A Okay. 

Q Is it fair to say that you spent hundreds of hours with 
agents of law enforcement prior to your testimony? 

Yes. 

Thousands? 

You said we were going to get back to it, so -- 

Okay. Fair enough. I'11 make a note we'll come back. 
Okay. 

I have a feeling you're going to be up there for awhile. 


All righty. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


You also met with assistant United States attorneys in 
connection with your cooperation; correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And how many -- we'll call them AUSAs, assistant United 
States attorneys. How many AUSAs do you think you've met with 
over the years? 


A You say AUSA. As far as I know, Ms. Argentieri, is 
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she -- I don't know about -- Alicyn. And you have Lindsay 
also. They're assistants also? 
Yes. 


How many did I meet with? 


Three. I would say six, seven. 


Q 
A 
Q Uh-huh. 
A 
Q 


Okay. Is it fair to say that you spent a great number of 
hours with the attorneys for the Government as well? 
A Yes. 
Q As a matter of fact, there were several times during your 
direct examination where you refer to Ms. Argentieri as 
Nicole? 
A Yes. 
Q The two of you are on a first-name basis? 
A It was easier. You can call me Gary also. 
Q That's okay. 
A Okay. But Nicole calls me Mr. Valenti, just like you do, 
in court. Do you call Mr. Asaro, Mr. Asaro? 
Q I'm going to ask you the questions. 

Okay. 
Q Is it fair to say you're comfortable enough with 
Ms. Argentieri that you call her Nicole, because you've met 
with her so many times? Correct? 
A 


Prior to you signing your cooperation agreement with the 
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Government, how many times do you think you actually met with 


them? 


Two hundred times. 
Prior to your cooperation agreement? 
Prior to the agreement, I don't really recall. 


Okay. So that 200 times that you just gave us, you think 


that's the number of times you've met with the agents for the 


Government? 


A 
Q 


Yes. 


Now, you also met with the attorneys for the Government 


in preparation for trial; right? 


Yes. 
And that was pretty fact intensive; right? 
Yes. 


Because your testimony is so expansive, you met with them 


for long periods of time, fair to say? 


> OD F DOD F O0 PP D > 


That's correct. 


And you were reviewing CDs? 


Correct. 

You were initialing CDs? You've seen them here? 
Correct. 

Reviewing transcripts? 

Correct. 

And going over your examinations; correct? 


I don't know what you mean by that. 
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Q In other words, you were being prepared for trial, being 
prepared to testify at this trial? 
A I was asked questions. 
Q Right. You were asked questions, and they would listen 
to the answers, and you were asked more questions, and they 
would listen to the answers; right? 
A Right. 
Q If there was some confusion about the questions or the 
answers, you could clear it up; correct? 
A Correct. 
Q Now, during your preparation for trial, or during this 
question-answer period, did anybody from the government 
prepare you for cross-examination? 

No. 

No one ever said, you know, that you might be -- 

That I would be, yes, cross-examined, yes. 

But no one ever said you may be asked this question or 

question? 

No. 

None whatsoever? 

No. 


So you go into the FBI, and you start receiving a check, 


and then ultimately they say to you, Mr. Valenti, you're going 


to have to plead guilty to some crimes; right? 


A Yes. 
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Tell us what crimes you pled guilty to? 
RICO and armed robbery. 


Now, before you signed the cooperation agreement, you 


told them about a whole host of other crimes you committed; 


right? 


A 
Q 


Yes. 


And so you got, for lack of a better term, a pass on some 


of those crimes; right? 


Yes. 

You didn't have to plead guilty to them; right? 
Right. 

Tell us what some of those crimes were? 
Highjackings and burglaries. 

You committed a lot of armed robberies; right? 


I don't know what you mean by a lot. What's a lot? 


say there were more than six. 


Okay. Which are the six that you remember? 
Lufthansa. 

Uh-huh? 

FedEx. 

Uh-huh? 


A load of cigarettes, a load of whiskey, sweaters, suits, 


load of suits, and a catering hall. 


Okay. So you described armed robberies that you didn't 


necessarily have to plead guilty to; right? 
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A I'm sorry. 
Q You described some armed robberies that you didn't have 
to plead guilty to; right? 
A I'm not sure that -- 
Q You know what, I think I'm asking you some questions that 
are confusing, so I'm going to step back and start over. 
A Okay. 
Q Let's go to your cooperation agreement. When you signed 
the cooperation agreement, do you remember reviewing it with 
your lawyer? 

Kind of, yes. 

You had a lawyer; correct? 

That's questionable. 

Well, all right. You had somebody who was an attorney 
who was helping you through the process? 


A Well, I had someone that was an attorney. 


Q Okay. So you were helping yourself through the process, 


then? 

A Yeah, more or less. 

Q Okay. And, again, this is something you had thought out, 
so you knew what you wanted to do; right? 

A Yes. 

Q And you went in and described crimes to the government 
that dated back to the 1960s; right? 

A Yes. 
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Q Okay. And you ultimately pled guilty in this courthouse; 
correct? 

Yes. 

Okay. And you pled guilty to a RICO conspiracy; correct? 


Yes. 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q And you also pled guilty to an illegal gambling; correct? 
A 
Q 


Illegal gambling count that you pled guilty to, that was 

only for a one-month period; do you recall that? 

A What do you mean? 

Q The time frame you actually had to plead guilty, that was 
for one month? 

The illegal gambling? 

Yeah. 

Yes. 

Okay. All right. And the two predicates for the RICO 
are the two crimes you committed in furtherance of the RICO 
were what? 

A Lufthansa, FedEx. 

Q Okay. Now, you hadn't been charged with these crimes 
before you went to the FBI; right? 

A That's correct. 

Q And it was about a year later that you actually pled 
guilty? 


A I don't recall the time period. 
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If I tell you it was June 24th, 2009, does that sound 


right to you? 


A 
Q 
A 


yeah, 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


testi 


I would have to believe you. 
You don't have to believe me. I can -- 
Well, I'm just saying, yeah. Okay. If I can see it, 
I would appreciate. 
MS. MACEDONIO: May I approach? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
Did I just show you a copy of your cooperation agreement? 
Yes. 
And is the date that you signed it June 23rd, 2009? 
Yes. 
Now, in addition to the money aspect that you've 


fied about, you needed to have some other things; 


correct? 


Some what? 
You were getting money from the government; right? 
Correct. 


And they told you, you were going to have to plead 


guilty; right? 


A 
Q 


Right. 


But you needed to get some coverage for the crimes you 


committed; right? In other words, you didn't want to plead 


guilty to every single thing you had done; correct? 


A 


You know, whatever the judge read, read out, what's in 
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that agreement, I really didn't -- I mean, I can't remember 
it. You know, I pleaded guilty to crimes. 
Okay. You signed this agreement? 


Yes, absolutely. 


Yes. 


Q 
A 
Q And you read it before you signed it? 
A 
Q 


Okay. What is it that you anticipate getting from the 
government in exchange for your cooperation? 
A 5K letter. 
Q Okay. And that letter will detail to the judge your 
cooperation? 
A Yes. 
Q Okay. And do you anticipate that that letter will keep 
you from going to jail? 

Not at all. 

Not at all? 

No. 

Okay. You pled guilty to a crime that has a 20-year 
maximum sentence; correct? 

Correct. 

Have you ever been in jail? 

Yes. 

You have? In connection with this case? 

With this case? No. 


So you pled guilty in June of 2009; right? 
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A Yes. 

Q And even though your case had a maximum of 20 years, you 
walked out the door; right? 

Yes. 

You didn't even have to sign a bond; right? 
Correct. 

No bail set for you? 

Correct. 

You just walked out the door? 

Correct. 

Okay. And you've been out ever since; correct? 
Yes. 

Have not been incarcerated? 


No. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


But you don't have any expectation that you're going to 
be able to remain at liberty? 

None whatsoever. 

None whatsoever. Is that your hope? 


Of course not. 


A 

Q 

A 

Q It's not your hope? 
A It's not my hope. 

Q It's not your hope that you remain at liberty? 

A It's my home I remain at liberty, but it's not my 
decision to make. 


Q I didn't ask that. I understand it's your decision to 
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make. But the fact that the government didn't require you to 
be incarcerated, did that give you any hope you wouldn't have 
to go in custody? 

No. 

None whatsoever? 

None whatsoever. 

It's 2015. All this time that you've been out, no one 
has come to you and said, Gasper, it's time; you're going to 
have to go in? 

No. 

Even though you've pled guilty to these crimes? 
Correct. 

Do you know what the sentencing guidelines are? 
No. 

You don't remember that part of your -- 


What do you mean by guidelines? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


I'11 withdraw the question. 
You understand that you have a maximum sentence of 
20 years in this case? 
A Yes. Zero to twenty, yes. 
Q And there's guidelines, United States Sentencing 
Guidelines; right? 
A Yes. 
Q And what are the guidelines? What's your understanding 


of what the guidelines are? 
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Zero to twenty years I can get -- 
That's the statute; right? 
Yes. 
How would the guidelines apply in your case? 
I don't know how they would work. 
If I told you your guidelines sentence at a minimum is a 
hundred and sixty-eight months, does that sound; right? 
A Twenty years, so twelve times -- I don't know. It could 
be zero to twenty years. 
Q Mr. Valenti, do you recall that when you pled guilty, the 
attorney for the government advised the court that your 
guidelines were a hundred and sixty-eight months at the low 
end? Do you recall that? 
A No. 
MS. MACEDONIO: Judge, may I approach the witness? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
THE WITNESS: Thank you. 


Q Mr. Valenti, just so the record is clear, I have showed 


you 3500GBC2. And that was a copy of the minutes from your 


plea; is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. Do you now recall that your guideline range was 
168 to 210 months? 

A 


And yet you've never been in custody with respect to this 
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particular offense; right? 


Correct. 

Before you went into the FBI, you had a very, very, very 
time to think about your decision; right? 

Yes. 

In fact, there was no time limit on it; correct? 
Correct. 

This was a decision that you made; right? 

Yes. 

And so you had a very long time to think about the story 
you were going to tell them; correct? 

Yes. 


And you had a very long time to think about your history; 


. Asaro's history? 


you certainly had time to think about who would be 


able to corroborate the crimes that you were going to detail 


for them? 


No. 
You didn't have time to do that? 
I had time, but I -- I didn't do that. 


Okay. Did you understand that much of what you told the 


FBI was going to go unchallenged because you were the only 
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person who would be able to talk about it? 


You didn't understand that? 


I don't understand what you're -- I don't understand what 


you're saying. 
Q Okay. You talked about a lot of crimes; right? 
A Right. 
Q And a lot of people that you implicate in those crimes 
are no longer living; correct? 
A Correct. 
Q And so that means that if the FBI wanted to go to those 
people and verify the information that you had given, they 
wouldn't be able to do that; right? 

Correct. 

How old is Mr. Asaro? 

Eighty. 

He's 80 years old. And you're aware that a lot of his 
contemporaries have passed away; right? 
A 


Q So when you talk about Jimmy Burke, you knew before you 


went into the FBI that Jimmy Burke had passed away; correct? 


A Yes. 
Q You knew that -- did you know an individual named Joe 
Allegra? 


A Sounds familiar, but -- 
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But you're not sure? 
A No. 
Q How about Nicky Sanferer (phonetic)? You knew him; 
right? 
Yes. 
And you knew he passed away before you went to the FBI? 
Yes. 
Jimmy Berger, you talk a lot about Jimmy Berger; right? 
Yes. 
And he passed away before you went to the FBI? 
Yes. 
Dominick Cataldo? 
Yes. 
Jimmy Santos? 
Yes. 
Tommy DeSimone? 
Yes. 
Anthony Spero? 
Yes. 
Paul Zaffarano? I'm sorry. Paul Vario? 
Yes. 
Mr. Asaro's father, he was no longer living; right? 


Correct. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


So when you talk about these individuals during the 


course of your cooperation with the government, you know that 
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they can't go to these people to verify the information; 
right? 
A Correct. 
Q Now, in addition to the $3,000 that you were getting as a 
monthly staple, what, if anything else, did you get from the 
government? 
A Nothing. 
Q Nothing. All of these lunches that you were having with 
Mr. Asaro, who was paying for those? 

I did. 

You paid for them out of that $3,000? 

Uh-huh. 


No. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q There was no additional money given to you for that? 
A 
Q 


Now, shortly after you go in and you start talking to 
them, you begin making some recordings; correct? 
A Yes. 
Q When did you start that? 
A I'm really not sure. Maybe a year afterwards. 
Q About a year after, you first went in and spoke to them? 
A Yes. 
Q Let's step back for a minute, Mr. Valenti. We talked 
about your cooperation agreement and your expectations of the 
government to get your 5K letter; right? 


A Yes. 
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Q Now, you testified that you've been around a life of 
crime essentially your whole life, fair to say? 

A Yes. 

Q Certainly as part of that, you had heard about other 
people who had cooperated with the government; right? 

A Yes. 

Q And you heard about the perks and benefits that they had 


gotten; right? 


Q Is it fair to say that you understood some people who 
cooperated with the government, if they had money, they might 
be able to keep it? 

A Yes. 

Q You understood that if you didn't have money, you might 
be able to get it? 


A Yes. 


Q So you're generally aware of these types of things; 


right? 

A Yes. 

Q And you were certainly aware that people who cooperate 
with the government receive lesser sentences; correct? 

A Yes. 

Q Fair to say, right? If you cooperate, you get a lesser 
sentence; right? And you were certainly aware if you 


cooperate with the government, there's a significant 
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possibility that you won't have to go to jail at all? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


I don't know about that. 
But was that your understanding? 


No. 


No. 


Okay. Was it -- did anybody from the government ever 


indicate to you at all don't worry about it, you're not going 


to have to go to jail? 


A 
Q 


No. 


So your testimony here is that you have absolutely no 


idea what your sentence is going to be? 


No, I don't. 
And you have no expectation at all? 
No. 


I'm going to go back to your cooperation agreement, Mr. 


Valenti. Talk about some of the things that you didn't have 


to plead guilty to. Okay? 


A 
Q 


Okay. 


Okay. You didn't have to plead guilty to the Long Island 


Press robbery. Do you remember testifying about this? 


Yes. 
And that was the first robbery that you did? 
Yes. 


And that was something that you said you did with two 
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other individuals, and you got about $87? 
Sixty-seven. 
Sixty-seven? 
Uh-huh. 
And this is the big score that, after the score, you said 
is it; it's a life for me? 
Yeah, kind of. 
Yeah? 


Uh-huh. 


After you got that one quarter of $67, you go up by 


$15.25? 

Yes. 

But you didn't have to plead guilty to that; right? 
I don't know. I don't have that agreement in front of 
I don't know what -- 

You know what you plead guilty to? 

RICO and armed robbery. 

Right. 

What? 

You pled guilty to Lufthansa; right? 

Right. 

You pled guilty to the gold salts? 

Right. 


You plead guilty to illegal gambling? 


> OD F DOD F D È D YF OD 


Right. 
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Q 
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here, 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
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So you didn't plead guilty to Long Island? 
Whatever you have in that agreement, I don't know 
Ve E 
Would you like to see it again? 
To read it again? 
Yeah. 
You want me to read the whole agreement to myself? 
I can show you this paragraph. 
Sure. 
MS. MACEDONIO: May I approach, Judge? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
THE WITNESS: I'm sorry. 
That's okay. 
It says except paragraph 189. That's what I'm saying; 
too much to comprehend right now. Well, it's stated 
so -- 
I'm asking you the questions. 
I signed it. I'm just saying I signed it. 
But I have to ask you the questions. 
Okay. 


So did you have a chance to look at your cooperation 


agreement? 


A 
Q 
A 


I brushed over it briefly. 
This is an important document to you, isn't it? 


I would say so. 
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Q Right. And you've testified that you looked at it 
before; right? 
A Yeah, but I never went into detail with it, with an 


attorney. You know, this was a plea I took in a court. 
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It's ten-page document. 

Okay. 

And it's a document that's going to affect the rest of 
life; right? 

Right. 


And it offers you coverage for crimes that you committed, 


to say? 


Yes. 


Okay. Was one of those the Long Island Press? 


Yes. 


Armed robbery that you didn't have to plead guilty to; 


right? 


If it's on there and I signed it, yes. 

Sir, it's fairly simple. Did you plead guilty to the 
Island Press armed robbery? 

Yes. 

You did? 

Yes. 

When did you plead guilty to that? 

When I was in court. 


You've testified that you pled guilty to Lufthansa and 
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Gold Salts. You also pled guilty to the Long Island armed 


robbery? 


A 
Q 


If it's in that report, yes. 


Did you also plead guilty to bookmaking, related to 


horses and sports betting in the 70s and 80s? 


A 
Q 
A 


If it's in that report, yes. 
I'm asking you what you pled guilty to? 


I don't recall it. If it's in that report and I signed 


it, then, apparently, I did. 


Q 
A 
Q 


Did you not understand the cooperation agreement? 
Yeah, I understood most of it. 


You went into court, and you actually told a judge what 


you did; right? 


That's correct. 


The judge said to you, Mr. Valenti, tell me what it is 


makes you guilty of a crime; right? 


Everything I remembered, I told him, yes. 
Everything that you remembered? 


That I could possibly remember in that life of crime; 


Did somebody write out for you what you should say? 

No one wrote anything. 

Even when you were pleading guilty, nobody said this is 
you should say? 


No. 
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Q You just started talking to the judge? 

A The judge asked me questions, and I answered them. 

Q And so did you just say to the judge this is what I did 
my whole life, and you just started going through all your 
crimes? 

Basically. 

Everything that you -- 

That I could possibly remember. 

You told the judge? 

Yes. 

So that includes Long Island Press? 

Yes. 

We've covered that. 

If it's in that agreement, then, yes, I did. 

Did you plead guilty to credit card fraud? 

If it's in the agreement, yes, I did. 


I'm asking you what you remember. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


I'm telling you if it's in that agreement, then I -- if 
it's in that agreement you have in your hand -- 

THE COURT: I think we're going in circles right 
now. Maybe come at it differently. 

MS. MACEDONIO: I'm sorry? 

THE COURT: If you can come at it differently. 
There's a misunderstanding. 


MS. MACEDONIO: I'm trying to clear it up. 
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MS. ARGENTIERI: Could we have a sidebar? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
(Sidebar. ) 


(Outside the presence of the jury.) 
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(Sidebar. ) 

MS. MACEDONIO: I'm not trying to be difficult. I'm 
just trying to get the answers. 

THE COURT: The questions are not really jibing 
through his memory, because the man -- he thinks of the 
agreement as covering everything, as distinguished from, you 
know, saying you will plead guilty to X, and so he assumes 
that is a list of everything he did. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: What he understands is the judge 
is -- going to be what he understands -- 

THE COURT: He doesn't understand. He doesn't 
remember. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: If you want to move on to something 
else, and later we can admit the agreement. I think that 
would be the easiest way to deal with it. 

MS. MACEDONIO: I'm not getting anywhere with him, 
and this is ordinarily a simple thing. 


THE COURT: It's partly because he doesn't know what 


you're talking about. He's going to have to sit down and read 


it from beginning to end, so can you do something else and 
come back to it. 


(Sidebar concluded. ) 
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(In the presence of the jury.) 
THE COURT: Mr. Valenti, we're going to move on to 
something else right now. 
THE WITNESS: Okay. Thank you. 
Q Let's move on to some of the rules you talk about with 
regard to organized crime. Okay? 
A Yes. 
Q You talked about that things had to be put on record; 
right? 
Yes. 
And you talked about that you couldn't lie; correct? 


I'm sorry? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q You can't lie? 
A 
Q 


You're not supposed to lie to the person that you're 
with? 
A Correct. 
Q And you talked about different scenarios, where a wiseguy 
can only sit down with a wiseguy? 

Right. 

And as the hierarchy moves up, so does the meeting? 

Yes. 

In other words, a captain should only meet with a 
captain? 


A Right. 
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Q And so on and so on, as it goes up. These rules are 
regularly broken; is that fair to say? 

Yes. 

You broke the rules yourself a lot, fair to say? 

Yes. 

So there are times when you lied to people within 
organized crime? 

Yes. 

You did it a lot? 


Yes. 


Well, it wasn't a routine, but it was a lot. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q Routinely? 
A 
Q 


You did -- how often would you say you did it? When it 
was important enough for you to do it? 
A No, I wouldn't say that. 
Q Did you do it when it wasn't important? 
A Yeah, I did it on and off. You Know, it depends on the 
situation. 
Q Okay. So it just depends on the situation as to whether 
or not you're going to tell someone the truth? 
As far as borrowing money, yeah. 
There were other things that you lied about too; right? 
No. 
You never lied about anything, other than borrowing 


money? 
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Borrowing money. 
How about paying money back; you never lied about that? 
Yeah, the same thing, money. It has to do with money. 
No, I never paid any of the money that I borrowed. 
Q So that's a lie too; right? When you borrow money and 
you know you're not going to pay it back, that's a lie? 
A Well, I didn't think that I wasn't going to pay it. I 
tried to pay it, but then -- 
Q We're going to go into detail about that later. But as 
far as lies, you told a lot of lies; correct? 
As far as borrowing money, yes. 
You told a lot of lies to a lot of people; correct? 
As far as borrowing money, yes. 
There were rules that you knew you were supposed to 
follow that you didn't follow; right? 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Objection. Asked and answered. 
MS. MACEDONIO: Moving on. 
THE COURT: Okay. Move. 
Right? 


As far as borrowing money, yes. 


And you also committed some crimes, sort of, on the side; 


right? 


A What do you mean on the side? 


Q You committed -- when you're with someone, you're 


supposed to only commit crimes that are on record; right? 
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Yes. 


But 
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that person. 


that person? 


you also committed some crimes on the side, fair to 


I can't really recall any, but it's possible. 


That was a breaking of the rule too; right? 


Correct. 


So, 


for example, if you were working for Mr. Asaro's 


fence company, and you took some of the materials from the 


fence company and did a side job and didn't tell him, that 


would be against the rules; right? 


A 


That's a job. That has nothing to do with organized 


crime. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


But 


you would have been steeling from him; right? 


If I took and did a side job -- 


Did 


Yes. 


Did 


you ever work for Mr. Asaro's fence company? 


you ever take materials from there and do a job that 


you weren't asked to do, as part of your employment? 


A 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Yes. 


And 


then you kept the money from that; right? 


He got repaid. 


That's not the question. You kept the money? 


No, 


I repaid him the money. 
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You stole materials from the fence; right? 

Yes. And he found out. 

And you went and did a side job; right? 

Yes. 

That was against the rules; right? Right? 

Well, I had a job. And, yeah, I mean, I did take the 
ial and do a side job, but he found out, and I paid him 
oney back. 


Okay. Let's talk about the recordings that you made. 


Okay. 


So you start making recordings in November of 2008; do 


you recall that? 


A 


2008. I'd have to see it, if I signed it. 
MS. MACEDONIO: May I approach, Judge? 
THE COURT: Yes. 


I'm showing you what's been marked Defendant's Exhibit A. 


There's no signature of mine on here. 
MS. MACEDONIO: This is the problem I thought we 
going to run into. 
Do you want to review the transcript? 
If the -- 
AUSA -- 
You can show it to her. She has a copy of it. 


THE COURT: The way this works, what's happening 
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THE WITNESS: It's not signed, your Honor. 

THE COURT: I understand, but it doesn't have to be 
signed. What happens is if there's something you cannot 
recall, and Ms. Macedonio has something that she thinks may or 
may not refresh your recollection, but wants you to have an 
opportunity just to read it, you read it. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

THE COURT: But she will ask you afterwards whether 
or not that refreshes your recollection. If it does, you can 
say yes, because you have a current memory, and if it doesn't, 
you say no. Okay? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

Do you want to read this? 
Yeah. 
Okay. 


(Pause in proceedings.) 


Did you have the opportunity to review that, Mr. Valenti? 


Yes. 

Does that refresh your recollection that you made a 
recording in November of 2008? 

Yes. 

There were two types of recordings that you made; right? 

Yes. 


You made -- I'm sorry. 
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The transcripts are hard. It's written in broken 


English. It's -- I really can't -- 


Q 


I'm asking you a different question right now. 


There were two types of recordings that you made; 


right? Body wires; right? 


A 
Q 


Yes. 


In other words, when -- you had something on your person 


that was recording people; right? 


Correct. 

And you also recorded telephone conversations; right? 
Correct. 

Okay. And that November 2008 conversation is with Sandra 
(phonetic). Is that correct? 

Yes. 


And that's the first body wire recording that you made; 


right? 


Yes. 


And do you recall, sir, that the next body wire recording 


you made was not until a year later, when you recorded 


Bonventre? 

I don't know. 

You don't know that? 

No, I don't remember it. 

Do you remember making body wire recordings in 2009? 


Yes. 
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You do. How many did you make? 
A I really don't recall. 
Q Okay. So in addition to the body wires, you were also 
making phone calls; right? 
A Yes. 
Q And is it fair to say that you would call into some type 
of service? How did that work? 
A I would call -- 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Objection. 
THE COURT: Sustained. Please reword it. 
Q You were making recordings -- or recordings were being 


made that you made over the telephone; right? 


But your phone itself wasn't tapped; right? 


Correct. 


Q So you could call whoever you wanted, and it wouldn't be 


recorded; right? 
Yes. 
You would designate the recordings that you wanted to 
recorded; right? 
I was directed. 
Okay. 
Yes. 
But you knew when a phone conversation that you were 


having was going to be recorded; right? 
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A Yes. 


Q And you also didn't wear this body wire all the time; 


right? 
A Correct. 
Q So there were certainly significant period of times where 
you were walking around speaking to people and it wasn't 
recorded; right? 
A Correct. 
Q And there were significant periods of time that you were 
talking to people on the phone and that wasn't recorded; 
right? 

Correct. 

Now, do you recall meeting with Sandro Iosa in 2008? 

Yes. 

And this was -- was Sandro one of the first people that 
you met with in connection with your cooperation? 
A Yes. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Publish this, Judge? It's in 
evidence. Government Exhibit 2 in evidence. 
THE COURT: Yes. 

And that's Sandro; right? 

Yes. 

Now, is he related to you at all? 

No. 


Not at all, not, like, a distant cousin? 
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No. 

Somebody that you knew you're whole life? 
No. 

When did you meet Sandro? 

Late 60s. 


Somebody that you knew for a very significant period of 


Q Okay. And you went in to speak to Sandro, and you had 
the body wire on; right? 
A Yes. 


Q And is it fair to say, Mr. Valenti, that one of the first 


things he says to you is why do you have to lie to me? 


MS. ARGENTIERI: Objection, Judge. 

THE COURT: Yes. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I think we should take back the 
transcript. 

THE COURT: The purpose of whatever the piece of 
paper that was given to you is only to determine whether or 
not reading it actually refreshes your recollection, what you 
remember. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

Okay. So -- 
I'm sorry. 


MS. MACEDONIO: That's okay. 
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THE COURT: Ms. Macedonio will hand you whatever it 
is, if she wants to do that. But do you understand what I 
say? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE COURT: Because it may not refresh your memory. 


THE WITNESS: Thank you. 


You had the opportunity to review Defendant's A; right? 


Yes. 
And does that refresh your recollection when you went in 
to speak to Sandro Iosa, he asked you why do you have to lie 


to me? 


He said that to you? 
A Yes. 
Q And this is the first time you had seen him in quite some 
time; right? 
A Yes. 
Q So he's essentially calling you a liar, when you walk 
through the door; right? 
A Yes. 
Q And you say to him I didn't lie to you, Sandro; do you 


remember that? 


And all of this is about money; right? 


Correct. 
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Q You owed him money; right? 

A Correct. 

Q And you borrowed money from him, and you never paid him 
back; right? 

A Yes. 

Q And he's saying to you why did you lie to me? You could 
have just came in and told me, you know, I'11 give you the 
money next month, but you didn't come in; right? 

A Correct. 

Q And you go on with a big song and dance about how I 
stopped in, talked to the girl. None of that was true; right? 
A It was true. 

It was true that you tried to find him? 

Yeah. 


And you couldn't locate him to pay the money back? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 


It wasn't a matter of paying the money back, it was a 
matter of telling him I was working on something to pay it 
back. 

Q So you had tried to contact him before? You went in to 
see him? You tried to find him? That's not a lie? 

A Prior to that recording. 

Q Uh-huh. 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. But you didn't find him? 
A 


No. 
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Not prior to this recording? 
A No. 
Q And any attempt to find him prior to this recording you 
didn't record; right? 
A No. 
Q Okay. And you didn't pay him back any of the money; 
right? 
A Correct. 
Q And do you recall him saying to you I don't care, I don't 
even want the money anymore? 
A Yes. 
Q And you say, no, no, I'm going to give it to you. I 
promise I'm going to give it to you. And he says I don't 
care. I don't want it anymore. Do you remember that? 


A Yes. 


Q Did you -- this is 2008, and you're cooperating with the 


government. Did you ever have any intention of paying Sandro 
back this money? 

Yes, I always had intended to pay everyone back. 

How were you going to pay him back? 

Through borrowing from someone else. 

So you were going to borrow Peter to pay Sandro? 

Yes, this is all prior to this. 

I'm talking about this conversation that you recorded. 


No, there was no way I could pay him back. 
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Q So, at this point, when you walk into the FBI, and you're 
getting your $3,000, you were also not intending to pay 
anybody back; right? 
A That's correct. 
Q So any loans that you had outstanding, you understood you 
weren't going to pay them back? 
A That's correct. 
Q And you weren't going to have to borrow from Peter to pay 
Sandro anymore; correct? 
A Correct. 
Q You were going to get a pass on all that outstanding 
money; right? 

What do you mean by a pass? 

You weren't going to have to pay it back? 


That's my decision, no one else's. 


Unless I hit the lottery, I would have paid it. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q You weren't going to pay it back; right? 
A 
Q 


You would have paid it back if you hit the lottery after 
you started cooperating with the government? 
A Sure. Why not? 
Q Okay. This is November of 2008. You make one recording 
with Sandro; right? 
A Yes. 
Q Okay. And then is it fair to say that you spent the year 


just making telephone recordings? 
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No. 

Okay. Who did you record, then? 

I recorded no one except that (sic). 
You made this body wire; right? 


Right. 


After that, you started to make a series of telephone 


calls to Las Vegas? 


Yes. 
That was Tommy Ferreri? 
Yes. 
MS. MACEDONIO: Where's the picture of him? 
And he's your cousin; right? 
Yes. 


And so you began making recorded phone calls to an 


individual in Las Vegas, right, who was living in Las Vegas? 


Right. 
Tommy Ferreri, your cousin? 
Right. 


Is it fair to say that the conversation on those calls 


was generally idle chatter? 


He talked about his son was a Navy SEAL? 


Yes. 
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Talked about gossip? 


Yes. 


Well, we didn't speak every day, every week. 


Q 
A 
Q And this went on for an entire year; right? 
A 
Q 


I understand. But you spent a year calling him and 
making recordings; right? 
A Within that year, yeah. 
Q Okay. And so you walk into the FBI, in September of 
2008. It's a year later or so, or more, and you've just been 
making recordings, having idle chatter with Tommy Ferreri in 
Las Vegas? 

Correct. 

But you're getting paid all this time; right? 

Yes. 

Anybody put a time limit on you and say, Mr. Valenti, 
we're not going to be able to do this forever? 
A No. 
Q When you were making those phone calls to Las Vegas, you 
were living in New York; correct? 
A 

I'm going to show you Government Exhibit 200. 

MS. MACEDONIO: It's in evidence, Judge. May I hand 
it up to him? 
THE COURT: Yes. Is this the transcript of the 


recording? 
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MS. MACEDONIO: Yes. 


Did you have a chance to look at that, Mr. Valenti? 


No, I didn't. 


You testified about this particular conversation on 


direct examination; do you remember that? 


Do you want an opportunity to look at the transcript? 
I can look at it as you -- 


MS. ARGENTIERI: Objection, Judge. Is there a 


question? 


THE COURT: I don't know that there was an 


outstanding question. 


MS. MACEDONIO: I asked him if he looked at it. 


THE COURT: He doesn't know what the question is, so 


he doesn't know if he needs to. 


> OD F D F D È D YF OD 


December 21st, 2009, is that the date of that recording? 
Yes. 

Who is Jack Bonventre? 

He's a member of organized crime, the Bonanno family. 
He's your cousin; right? 

No. 

He's not? 

No. 

He's related to you at all? 


No. 
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Showing you Government Exhibit 10. That's Jack 


Bonventre? 
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Yes. 

This is an individual that you knew for a long time? 
Not a long time, no, when I came back from Vegas. 
When you came back from Vegas? Which time? 

Second time. 

The second time, and you met him? 

Yes. 


You're trying to give him money, is that right, when you 


meet with him in December -- on December 21st of 2009, trying 


to give him back the $500 that you owe him? 


That I owed him 500? Yes. 

The FBI had given you that money? 

Yes. 

So you walk in, and you say here's the money; right? And 
does he say to you? Do you recall? 

Yes. 

He said I don't want the money? 

Yes. 


Okay. And you tell him you got lucky in Atlantic City; 


right? 


But yet he still refuses to take the money from you? 


Yes. 
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He says that's a long time ago; right? 

I'm sorry? 

He said that was a long time ago? 

The money that he had given me? 

Yeah. 

Yeah. 

How much money did he give you? 

I really don't recall. It wasn't much. I think 1500. 
But you owed him money; right? 


Yes. 


D > OD F D F D PP DOD YF OD 


And so this was an avenue for you to be able to get in 
there, and talk to him, and record him; right? 

A Yes. 

Q So it's now approximately 15 months after you've 
cooperated with the FBI, and you're taping a third person; 
right? 

A Yes. 


Q And the FBI's giving you $500, and they're sending you in 


to record him; right? 

Yes. 

And he says I don't want the money; right? 

Right. 

And you begin to tell him a story that has been designed 
by the agents for you to tell him; correct? 


MS. ARGENTIERI: Objection. Can we have a sidebar? 
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THE COURT: Yes. 
(Sidebar. ) 


(Outside the presence of the jury.) 
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(Sidebar. ) 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I'm trying not to give you too hard 
a time. I don't see how Sandro's and Jackie's statements on 
these recordings are admissible. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Statements that he's a liar, 
somebody else telling him he's a liar. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Why are they admissible under the 
Rules of Evidence? 

THE COURT: You asked him for the hearsay, I 
suppose, is the point. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: These are not coconspirator 
statements. I don't understand. What Jackie told him or 
Sandro told him, how is that admissible? 


MS. MACEDONIO: How about I rephrase the questions, 


to say it is a target; he was sent in by the FBI; he's lying 


to them as part of his cooperation. I think that's 
admissible. 
THE COURT: That's fine. 


(Sidebar concluded. ) 
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THE 
Mr. Bonventre, 
target of the 
MS. 
THE 
MS. 


THE 

a term of art, 

Q You went 
correct? 
Yes. 

Was that 


Yes. 


Valenti - Cross - Macedonio 


(In the presence of the jury.) 
COURT: When you went in to meet with 
December 2009, is it fair to say he was a 
investigation you were a part of? 
ARGENTIERI: Objection. 
COURT: Yes. 
MACEDONIO: Sorry? I didn't understand what you 


COURT: It's a little bit unclear. I mean, it's 


really. 


in to record Mr. Bonventre in December of 2009; 


at the direction of the FBI agents? 


And was there a story that you told Mr. Bonventre about 


Atlantic City? 


Yes. 

And that 
Correct. 
And that 


FBI agents to 


story was not true; correct? 


was a story that had been given to you by the 


tell Mr. Bonventre? 


A It was my story to tell him. 


Q So it was a lie that you had created? 


A Yes. 
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And how did it come about that you created that lie? 
A I was directed to go and see him by the FBI, and I told 
them I could tell him I have done business with someone from 
Las Vegas, and then I was directed to go there. 
So you created this story; right? 
Yes. 
And the FBI said sounds good; right? 
Yes. 
Go ahead and go? 
Yes. 
And that's what you did; right? 


Yes. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And while you were there, did you try and entice 
Mr. Bonventre into committing crimes? 

Yes. 
Q And said -- you asked him things like, you know, is there 
any action? Is there a half sheet for me? 

Yes. 

And he says -- the response was no; right? 

At that time. 

And when you left there, you had tried to get 
Mr. Bonventre to become interested in these joker poker 
machines; right? 
A 


And you told him that you had them in Reno; right? 
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In Vegas, yeah. 


Did you tell them that you had success in Atlantic City? 


Right? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Yes. 

In Las Vegas; right? 

Yes. 

And you're trying to entice him; correct? 
Yes. 

But he doesn't bite; right? 
Wrong. 

Wrong? 

Yes. 

Why am I wrong? 

Because he was going to find out. 
He was going to find out? 

Yes. 


But at the end of the day, there were no joker poker 


machines for Jack Bonventre; right? 


A 
Q 


He needed time to find out. 


So you went back to him several times; is that fair to 


And did you recall going back again in January of 2010? 
It's possible. You know, I don't know. 


Do you recall going in and asking him if he could fix 
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some tickets on your car for you? 


A Yes. 


Q And, again, you're asking him about the joker poker 


machines; right? 
Yes. 


And you didn't really have any joker poker machines, did 


Yes. 
You did. 
Yes. 


You had joker poker machines you were going to place with 


Yes. 

And were those given to you by the FBI? 

Yes. 

So if somebody would have actually wanted to do this, or 
was able to do this, you were going to go through with it; 
right? 

Yes. 

But it didn't happen? 

Correct. 

And then you went back -- do you recall telling 
Mr. Bonventre that if you did this together not to tell 
Mr. Asaro? 


A I don't recall that. 
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Q Do you recall going back again to Mr. Bonventre in March 
of 2010? 

A It's possible, if you have something. 

Q A transcript? 

A Okay. If you have it, then, yes. I just can't remember 
the date. 


You went back several times; right? 


you went back again about the joker poker machines; 

correct? 
A my tickets, yes. 
Q Do you remember going back to Mr. Bonventre and asking 
about Mr. Asaro? 

As far as what? 

Have you spoken to Vin? 

Yes. 

Remember Mr. Bonventre telling you that he's chasing the 

shit from 20 years ago? 

He's chasing? 


In other words, he's trying to tell you that Mr. Asaro is 


chasing things from 20 years ago? 


Yes. 
Do you remember that? 
Yes. 


And, at the time, it's your testimony that you were not 
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in touch with Mr. Asaro; correct? 


A Correct. 


Q Do you remember going back to Mr. Bonventre, and he's 


telling you that his father-in-law died, and his mother was in 
the hospital? 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Objection. 
MS. MACEDONIO: It's not offered for the truth. 
(Sidebar. ) 


(Outside the presence of the jury.) 
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(Sidebar. ) 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I think -- I just object. I don't 
understand what the relevance of all these interactions are. 

THE COURT: I think to some extent -- why don't you 
tell me where you're going. 

MS. MACEDONIO: I'm just trying to establish that 
he's going in to say I'm lying, and there's nothing that comes 
of it. Maybe sometimes when you type your -- when you type 
your cross-examinations, you get into a little bit of 
overkill, so I could probably cut it down, but -- 

THE COURT: I can understand. I didn't know 
precisely what was bothering you, to the extent that obviously 
none of this is for the truth. He's going in and saying 
untrue things in order to develop -- 

MS. ARGENTIERI: That part, I understand, and I 


didn't object, but now Jackie talking about his mom being 


sick, and he keeps going back to Jackie. I don't 


understand -- 

MS. MACEDONIO: So the rational behind that, he goes 
in and Jack says my father-in-law died and my mother's sick, 
and he immediately launches into joker poker machines. 

There's no stopping him, as far as like trying to entice this 
guy. 

THE COURT: I don't think you need to do that. 


(Sidebar concluded. ) 
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(In the presence of the jury.) 

Q So it's your testimony, Mr. Valenti, that you went back 
to Mr. Bonventre on several occasions with regard to the joker 
poker machines; right? 
A Yes. 
Q And do you recall saying to him I need to do something; 
let's do something; let's earn? 

Yes. 

And, at the time, Mr. Bonventre was the only person you 

recording; is that fair to say? 

Yes. 

And you were recording him sporadically? 


Yes. 


Yeah. Uh-huh. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q You were recording him maybe once every month? 
A 
Q 


Do you recall him saying to you there's just nothing out 
there? 
A As far as the sports, yeah. 
Q So you were saying let's do something, let's earn, and he 
says there's nothing out there. 

When you go to see him, where are you going to see 

him? 
A To his place of business. 
Q He works; right? 
A Yes. 
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Q He has a job? 
A He owns the business, yes. 
Q Do you also talk to him about cigarettes from a 
reservation? Do you remember that? 
A More specific? 
Q Do you remember talking to him about getting cigarettes 
from a reservation? 
A I used to buy cigarettes from the reservation. 
Q Did you talk to him about maybe it would be a good idea, 
something to do; do you recall that? 
A No. 
Q How many conversations do you think you had with Jack 
Bonventre? 

In that particular time frame? 

Yeah. 


Four. 


Uh-huh. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q Four? 
A 
Q 


And do you recall that the last conversation was in 
September of 2010? Does that sound right to you? 
A I really can't recall that. 

It's about two years after you start cooperating? 


Q 

A I don't recall that. 

Q Would you like me to show you a transcript? 
A 


You don't have to keep walking back and forth, if you 
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have it there. 


Q 


It's okay. I'm going to get my exercise. 


So I'm showing you what's going to be marked as 


Defendant's Exhibit B. Okay, Mr. Valenti? 


A 
Q 


Q 


You want this back? 
Just take a look at it. 


MS. MACEDONIO: Can I ask him one question from 


THE COURT: (Inaudible response.) 


Mr. Valenti, without -- I don't need you to read the 


whole transcript. I'm asking you if that refreshes your 


recollection as to whether or not you met with Mr. Bonventre 


in September of 2010? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Yes. 

It does refresh your recollection? 

2010? 

Uh-huh. 

Yes. 

Okay. Thank you. So it's two years after you first met 
the FBI, because you met with them in September of 2008? 
Yes. 

And all this time, you're getting your paychecks; right? 
Yes. 


Now, from the beginning, Mr. Valenti, was it your 


understanding that the FBI was interested in Mr. Asaro? 
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MS. ARGENTIERI: Objection. 
THE COURT: Could you please -- don't answer the 
question. You can rephrase. 
Q Did you have an understanding, sir, that the FBI was 
interested in you making recordings of Mr. Asaro? 
Yes. 
And that it took two years for it to happen; right? 
Yes. 
And is it fair to say that they wanted you to meet with 
. Asaro to see if he would talk about things he had done in 
past? 
Yes. 
Is it fair to say that they also wanted you to meet with 
so see if you could get him to do things currently; right? 
Yes. 


And so you meeting with Mr. Asaro, as part of this plan, 


were going to have to talk to him about committing crimes 


-- or not now but when you were recording him? 

Yes. 

Now, eventually you actually did record Mr. Asaro; right? 
Yes. 

I guess we all know that now; right? 

Yes. 

So that first recording was on October 18th of 2010? 


If you have it there, yeah. 
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Q Well, this is a conversation that you reviewed with the 
government on your direct examination. Do you remember that? 
A No -- 

THE COURT: If you could just point him to it. 
Q I'm showing you what's in evidence as Government's 


Exhibit 201T. Okay, Mr. Valenti? 


Does that refresh your recollection that you spoke with 


. Asaro and recorded it October 18th, 2010? 


Q This is the first recording that you made of Mr. Asaro; 
right? 

Yes, phone recording. 

And that first recording gets cut off; right? 


Yes. 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q And then there's a second one; right? 
A 
Q 


Okay. And the subject of the conversation is the 
property on Drew Street; do you recall that? 
A Yes. 
Q And you testified on direct examination that this was the 
very first conversation that you had had with Mr. Asaro in 
about two years; is that right? 
A Correct. 


Q And there's no sort of welcome, right, like, hey, how are 
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you? 
A Yeah, I believe we said, hey, how are you? 
Q There's no conversation with regard to what have you been 
doing for the last two years; right? 
Right. 
You just launch right into a conversation about Jersey? 


He launches the conversation, yes. 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q But you follow it? 
A 
Q 


And this is a conversation about a property, presumably, 
a conversation that you had had with him years before; is that 
what your testimony is, sir? Did you understand that 
question? 
A Yes. Yeah, I understand. 
Q So, in other words, you hadn't spoken to him in two 
years; right? 
A Right. 
Q And then you start talking -- you pick up a conversation, 
fair to say, about a property; right? 
A Right. 
Q And how long do you think it had been that you last 
talked about the property at Drew Street? 
A Probably three years prior to. 
Q Okay. So do you remember when Dearie died? 


A No, that's what I'm saying. At the wake we spoke about 
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Do you remember that being in 2006? 
I don't know the date. 
Okay. But it was years before? 
Yes. 
And it's your testimony that you hadn't spoken to 
Mr. Asaro in a few years; right? 
A Yes. 
Q And it's your testimony that this is the very first time 
you had spoken with him; correct? 
A Correct. 
Q And it's your testimony that the two of you just suddenly 
engage in this conversation; correct? 
A Yes. 
Q About Drew Street? Now, do you recall when you -- when 


we listened to the recording of the longer conversation that 


you told Mr. Valenti -- I mean, Mr. Asaro I love you? 


Yes. 

And do you remember him saying, I know, I love you too? 
Yes. 

And that was a sentiment that the two of you shared a 
right. 

Yes. 

There are a lot of recordings that we didn't hear in this 


case; correct. 
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A Correct. 

Q In fact, is it fair to say that you recorded thousands of 
hours with your cousin? 

A Maybe a thousand. 

Q Okay. A thousand hours of recordings with your cousin; 
right? 

A Yes. 

Q A thousand hours, where you know you're recording every 
word he said? 

A Yes. 

Q A thousand hours, where you're engaged in conversations 
about all sorts of things; right? 

A Yes. 


Q And yet you have this sentiment towards each other; 


right? 

Yes. 

In fact, he tells you all the time I love you Gar; right? 
Yes. 

He calls you Gar, right, G-a-r? 

Right. 

That's short arrest Gasper or Gary? 


He calls me Gar. 


D > Oo POr HDB > 


You'd spell that G-a-r; right? Is it fair to say, 
Mr. Valenti, that he also tells you repeatedly don't get in 


trouble, Gar, don't get in trouble? 
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Yes. 


Yes. 


A 
Q Tells you that all the time? 
A 
Q 


He's worried about you, concerned about you. Is he 

expressing concern for you? 
A Yes. 
Q Okay. And you in return are expressing your love for 
him? 
A Correct. 
Q Even though you know you're recording him? 
A Correct. 
Q Throughout this thousand hours' worth of records, and 
where you tell your cousin you love him, you're also trying to 
engage him in criminal conduct; right? 
A Yes. 
Q Now, when you speak to Mr. Asaro, during this recording, 
during the longer recording, where you actually speak about 
the Drew Street property -- not the one that's in front of 
you, the other one with you reviewed on direct examination. 
Do you remember that? I can hand it up to you, if you want. 
A Yeah, I -- 

THE COURT: Would you jurors like a brief break? 
No? Great. Thank you. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Juror Number 1 said yes. 

THE COURT: Okay. We'll take about a five-minute 
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(Outside the presence of the jury.) 
THE COURT: We'll resume at 4:30. 
(Recess. ) 
(Outside the presence of the jury.) 
THE COURT: So we're ready; right? We can get the 
defendant? 
MS. MACEDONIO: Ms. Argentieri just ran to the 
ladies' room. 
THE COURT: Oh, I thought she had just come back. 
Shall I get the witness? 
MS. MACEDONIO: Yes. 
(In the presence of the jury.) 
THE COURT: Please be seated. 
Ms. Macedonio. 
MS. MACEDONIO: Thank you, Judge. 
Q Mr. Valenti, do you see the photograph that's on the 
overhead? 


Yes. 


Do you recognize that as Mr. Asaro; correct? 


Yes. 

Now, I've placed in front of you Government's 
Exhibit 202T. Do you see that? 
A 


Do you recall testifying about this particular 
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conversation during your direct examination? 
A Yes. 
Q Okay. And in addition to the property on Dearie, you 
talked about a number of other things; right? 
A Yes. 
Q Did you tell Mr. Asaro that you had gone to Atlantic City 
and picked up $6500? 
Yes. 
Was that a lie? 


Yes. 


No. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q He didn't ask you for half of that, did he? 
A 
Q 


And you didn't give him the whole thing; right? You 
didn't give him $6500; right? 
A No. 
Q And then you began to complain that you didn't have any 
money; correct? 
A Yes. 
Q Did you tell him -- did you start to talk to him about 
Social Security? 
A Yes. 
Q You told him you were getting $900 from Social Security? 
A Yes. 
Q And $300 more for your daughter? 
A 


Yes. 
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You were getting food stamps? 
A Yes. 
Q And you even told Mr. Asaro you were getting it 
retroactive; right? 

Trying to get it retroactive. 

Was any of that true? 

Yes. 

So in addition to the money that you were getting from 
the FBI, you were trying to get money from the Social Security 
Administration? 

I was receiving my Social Security. 
Okay. 

$300. 

And what about the $900? 

No. 

No, that was a lie? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Okay. So you were exaggerating the amount of money that 
you were getting from Social Security? 

Yes. 

And were you actually trying to get it retroactive? 

No. 

And were you telling Mr. Asaro these things with the hope 
that he would say take me down to Social Security, and let's 


figure out how to get this done? 
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No. 


Why were you making up these lies about the money that 


you were getting? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


So I could cover my track, as far as paying my bills. 
You didn't want him to suspect that you were cooperating 
the FBI? 

Yes. 

That you were getting $3,000 a month from them? 

Correct. 

And is that also why you told them about the $6500? 
Correct. 


So you're setting up a stage for Mr. Asaro not to be 


suspicious of you; is that fair to say? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Yes. 

But these are lies; right? 

Yes. 

And part of the lie is to cover yourself; right? 

To protect myself, yes. 

And part of the lie is to entice him to commit a crime 
you; right? 

Yes. 

Now, generally speaking -- 


MS. MACEDONIO: I'm going to just take that away 


from him, Judge. 


THE COURT: That's fine. 
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Q I think we've had enough of the transcripts today, so I'm 
going to ask you general questions about the recordings. 
A Sure. 
Q There were general themes that flowed through the 
transcripts, and I'm going to ask you questions about them. 
Okay, Mr. Valenti? 
A Yes. 
Q One of the themes that flowed through the recordings that 
you made with various individuals was you saying I got to 
earn; right? 
A Right. 
In fact, you say that all the time; correct? 
Correct. 
And why were you saying that? 
I needed to make money for my family. I was cooperating, 
told him I needed to make money. 
Okay. And when you say I got to earn, what did that 
mean? 
A An earn means to make money. 


Q And did you mean -- were you trying to communicate to 


whoever it was that you were recording that you wanted to 


commit a crime? 
A Not necessarily. 
Q Okay. Well, did you ever suggest to anybody during the 


course of these recordings that you open up a legitimate 
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business? 
Yes. 
When was that? 


On recording? 


No. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q Yeah. 
A 
Q 


So while you're cooperating with the FBI, you're not 
suggesting to anyone let's open up a legitimate business of 
any sort? 

A Yes, I did. 

When was that? 

A I can't recall, exactly. We had a home-improvement 
business we opened. 

Q That was when you first came back from Las Vegas; right? 
A No, when I first came back, I worked -- I drove 
limousines. Maybe a year, two years later. 

Okay. But that was before your cooperation; correct? 
A Yes. 

Q What I'm asking you is when you're recording people, 
you're clearly cooperating with the FBI; right? 

A Yes. 

Q And so during the course of the recordings, you're not 
suggesting that you open a legitimate business; right? 

A Correct. 


Q So when you say I gotta earn, I gotta earn, you're trying 
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to entice people to commit crimes with you; right? 
Not necessarily. 
No, you're just telling them you need money? 
I need a job. 
Okay. Did you ask anybody can I work at your auto body 

place? 

Yes. 

Who did you ask? 

Jack. 

And what did he say? 

Nothing. He had nothing there. 

Had nothing for you? 

I asked Jerry. Same thing. 


Nothing for you; right? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


I asked the defendant if he can get something. He says 

I asked Bam. 

Okay. And? 

No. 

And was it a fact that you needed that employment, or was 
that just another way for you to get inside to be able to talk 
to people? 

Well, I could have used the money -- both. 

Both, right? 

Yes. 


So you had ulterior motives; right? 
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Yes. 

But both of those motives were for your benefit; right? 

Yes. 

Because you could have used the money; right? 

Correct. 

But also in your cooperation, you understand that you 

to produce something, fair to say? 

Correct. 

In other words, the FBI just didn't want you to run 
around for four or five years making recordings that didn't 
amount to anything; right? 

A Whatever was recorded. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Objection as to what the FBI 
wanted. 


THE COURT: Sustained. 


Q Was it your understanding, Mr. Valenti, that the 


recordings that you were making were in furtherance of an 
investigation? 

A Yes. 

Q And was it your understanding that you were trying to 
record people talking about crimes? 

A Yes. 

Q And was it your understanding that if you captured such 
conversations that it would be to your benefit? 


A No. 
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Q No. So it was -- you didn't think that it helped you at 
all if somebody talked about a crime? 

No. 

Didn't matter? 

No. 


Are you -- as far as your cooperation agreement with the 


government, are you aware, sir, that you actually have to 


provide substantial assistance to the government? 
A Yes. 
Q So it's not enough if you try; right? You actually have 
to provide substantial assistance; correct? 

Whatever comes out of conversation. 

Right. 

Yes. 

But that's something that you have to provide under the 
terms of your cooperation agreement; right? 
A Yes. 
Q Okay. So it's not just you can make recordings, say, of 
people walking down the street; you need to make recordings 
that provide assistance to the government? 
A Correct. 
Q Okay. So when I say that there was a duel motive there, 
one was you needed the money, right, as far as the employment 
we're talking about? 


A Yes. 
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Q And, two, it was going to help you provide substantial 
assistance; right? 
Yes. 
Okay. And that would help keep you out of jail; correct? 
No. 


No. 


No? You're hoping to go to jail? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q No? That wasn't your hope? 
A 
Q 
A 


No, I'm not hoping to. I took a plea. Whatever happens 
here or any case, I have nothing to do with it. 

But you do? 

If they're -- well, I don't know. 

You don't know if you have anything to do with it? 

I mean, I can only tell you the truth. 

Right. 

And what happens after that, whether there's a conviction 
or not, that's neither here nor there; that's not going to 
help me go to jail or stay out of jail. 

Let's step back. 

Okay. 

You entered a plea of guilty; right? 

Yes. 

And the judge found you guilty? 

I don't know how the plea reads. 


You went in and acknowledged your guilt? 
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Yes. 
And you're awaiting sentence; is that fair to say? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


When you say you have nothing to do with your sentence, 
what would happen if you just decided not to cooperate with 
the government anymore? 

A I don't know. 

Q Well, if you -- if the government came to you and said, 
Mr. Valenti, it's time for you now to testify, and you said 
I'm not going, would they rip up your cooperation agreement? 
A I never got that far with -- into conversation with them. 
Q You were never told that under the terms of your 
cooperation agreement that you had to testify if called to do 
so by the government? 

A Not that I had to -- that I had to testify, but -- 

Q I'm sorry? 

A I had to testify the good and the bad. I mean, there was 
no promises made to me. 

Q Just listen to my question. Okay? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q When you say you have nothing to do with the sentence 
that's going to be imposed upon you, my question to you is if 
you decided that you weren't going to testify, do you 
understand that the government would rip up your cooperation 


agreement? 
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A I don't know. I really don't know. I don't know if 
that -- I don't know. 

Q Okay. Let me see if I understand this. In 2008, you 
walked into the FBI -- 


A I know what you're saying. I'm saying I don't know if 


they're going to rip it up or if they're not going to rip it 


up. I don't know. All I know is I took a plea, and that was 
it. Nothing was promised to me in any which way. 
Q That's not the question, though. When you say you have 
nothing to do with your sentence, what I'm asking you, sir, is 
are you testifying here because it's helping you as far as 
your sentence is concerned? 
A No. 
Q No. So you're here voluntarily and of your own free 
will? 
A Exactly. 
Q You are. So if you told the government, hey, forget it, 
I'm out, you wouldn't just be sentenced? You'd still get your 
5K letter? 

I have no idea. 

You never read the terms of your cooperation agreement? 

Not really. 

Okay. Let me -- I'm going to show you again Government 
Exhibit 3500GB2B. This is your cooperation agreement. Take a 


look at paragraph number three. Do you see that? 
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A 
Q Does your cooperation agreement require that you testify 
if the government wants you to? 
A Yes, there's nothing about a 5K. 
Q This agreement doesn't contain any information about 
whether or not you're going to get a 5K letter? 
A I didn't read it. 
Q Would you like me to show you that part? 
A Sure. Where it says that they're going to tear it up if 
I don't testify? 

Let me ask you this question. 

Let's see what you have. 

Okay. No problem. 

Show me where it says they're going to rip it up. I 
never read that. 

(Pause in proceedings.) 

A Doesn't say it. 
Q Well, there's no language in here that says they're going 
to rip up your agreement? 
A There's no language that said what you're saying. 


Q Okay. So is it fair to say, Mr. Valenti, that the 


agreement requires you cooperate fully? Did you just read 


that? 
A I'm sorry. I didn't hear you. 


Q I'm sorry. I shouldn't have asked it that way. 
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You just reviewed your cooperation agreement again; 
right? 
A Yes. 
Q Is it fair to say that the agreement requires you to 
cooperate fully? 
A Yes. 
Q And part of that cooperation is testifying here in court; 
correct? 
A Correct. 
Q And then you read the paragraph about your 5K letter; 
right? 
A Yes. 
Q And in that paragraph, it states that if the government 
decides that you cooperated fully, they'll write a 5K letter 
for you; right? 
A Correct. 


Q And then it's solely up to the government to decide 


whether or not you've cooperated fully; correct? 


A Yes. 

Q Previous paragraph, it said part of your cooperation 
means you have to testify; right? 

A Yes. 

Q So there's no language in here that says they're going to 
rip up your cooperation agreement; right? You didn't see 


that; right? 
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Rip? 
Right. Not rip it up? 


Throw it out, no. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


But the government, according to the agreement that you 
have, has to determine that you have cooperated fully before 
you get your 5K letter; right? 
A I didn't see that. 
Q I'11 show it to you again. 
A Okay. I'm sorry. 
Q That's okay. It's fine. See this? 
A Uh-huh. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Judge, may I inquire from here to 
make it a little easier? 

THE COURT: Yes. 
MS. MACEDONIO: I'm directing his attention to 

paragraph six. 
Q Just stop right there. I'm going to ask you a question. 
So you've just reviewed paragraph six, right, Mr. Valenti? 
A Yes. 
Q And that paragraph, does it refresh your recollection 
that it's the office, meaning the United States Attorney's 
Office, that has to determine whether or not you've cooperated 
fully? 
A 


And that you've provided substantial assistance? 
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A Yes. 

Q And that if you do that, they'll file a motion pursuant 
to 5K? 

A Yes. 


Q Okay. And that it's the office that's going to make that 


determination; right? 


that determination's going to be binding upon you; 


it's your understanding that your testimony here 


part of your cooperation; right? 


that that's something that would -- that you'd have 
to do in order to get your 5K letter; right? 

To tell the truth, yes. 

And to testify; right? 

Tell them the truth is testifying. 

Well, those are two different things. You can tell 
somebody the truth, but you don't have to come to court; 
right? 

But I am in court. 

Your testimony is part of your cooperation? 

Yes. 


Read this. 
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Read that from here? 
MS. MACEDONIO: I'm now directing him to paragraph 

number eight. Okay. 
Q Now, paragraph number eight states -- or does this 
refresh your recollection, Mr. Valenti, paragraph number 
eight, that if you fail to cooperate fully with the government 
that they're going to be released from their obligations to 
file the 5K letter for you? 

Yes. 

Okay. So while it doesn't say they're going to rip up 

agreement, it says if you don't cooperate fully, we don't 

to file that letter. 

If there's anything false -- 

It says you have to cooperate fully? 

Tell the truth. 

But part of your cooperation, sir, is to testify in 
court; right? 
A And tell the truth, yes. 
Q Okay. But you have to -- actually have to come here; 
right? 
A Yes. 


Q Okay. Were you -- I'll wait. Sorry. Were you told when 


you pled guilty that no matter what happened with your 


cooperation agreement that your plea of guilty was going to 


stick? 
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A My plea of guilty, yes. 
Q In other words, if you decided that you didn't want to 
testify, and the government was relieved of its obligation to 
file a 5K letter for you, you couldn't withdraw your guilty 
plea? 

Correct. 

So you're stuck with that guilty plea; right? 


Correct. 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q And you need that 5K letter; correct? 
A 
Q 


So what we were talking about, Mr. Valenti, was just some 
general topics that have been discussed in the course of the 
recordings, and one of them was that you wanted to get 
straightened out; right? 

Yes. 

You said that several times; correct? 

Yes. 

Over the course of the recordings; right? 

Yes. 

Okay. And when that topic was brought up, was 
Mr. Asaro's response to you Gar, Gar, you're going to get in 


trouble? 


He didn't want you to get in trouble; right? 


Correct. 
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Q And he felt that if you made that next step, it was going 
to hurt you somehow; correct? 
A Yes. 
Q You also talk a lot about Jerry Asaro in the recordings; 
right. 
A Yes. 
Q And there's a long period of time where you were 
where you asked Mr. Asaro when can I see Jerry? When 
see Jerry? Do you remember that? 
I didn't ask him in that way. 
I'm paraphrasing it. 
I'm just correcting you. 
Thank you. And you made repeated requests to go and see 
Jerry Asaro; correct? 
A I made maybe two or 
Q Okay. 
A Yeah. 
Q Okay. And prior to actually seeing Jerry Asaro, 
hadn't seen him in years either; right? 


A Correct. 


Q And during the course of the recordings, another theme 


was Mr. Asaro accusing you of lying; right. 
A Yes. 
Q And he accused you of lying about all sorts of things; 


right? 
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A Money. 

Q A lot of his money; right? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. Did he also accuse you of using prescription 
narcotics? 

Yes. 

Told you what's wrong with you Gar? Did he ask you that? 
Yes. 

Did he accuse you of using Percocet? 

I don't know exactly if it was Percocet, but yeah. 
But he accused you of taking pills; right? 

Yes. 

Were you indeed taking pills? 

I had an operation. 

Okay. 

Yes, I was taking medication. 

What types of medication were you taking? 
Oxycodone, 15 milligram, 7-and-a-half milligram. 
Okay. And did you become addicted to that drug? 
No. 

No. Did you just fill your prescription and that's it? 


That's it. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Did you ever use your daughter Josette to help you get 
prescription narcotics? 


A No. 
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Q Never? 
A Never. 
Q But certainly Mr. Asaro was aware that you were using 
prescription narcotics? 
A I didn't use them -- yeah, well, he used them more than I 
did. 

He did? 


Q Okay. But my question to you is he was aware that you 
were using them? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. Let's talk about Bridget Asaro's wedding, because 


you talk about that a lot during the course of your direction 


examination. You weren't invited to Bridget Asaro's wedding; 


correct? 

Correct. 

You just showed up; right? 

Yes. 

But they made a spot for you; right? 

Correct. 

And how long was this after you came home from Vegas? 
It was a wedding? 


Yeah. 
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I don't remember when she got married. 2010, '11. 


don't recall the exact -- 
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It was during the course of your cooperation? 
Yes. 

And did the FBI direct you to go to that wedding? 
Yes. 

Did they direct you to record that wedding? 

Yes. 


When you got there, you certainly weren't kicked out; 


right? 


A 
Q 


Right. 


And there was no sort of hullabaloo about it; they just 


found you a chair? 


A 


Well, I went to the church first and then went to the 


reception. 


> o F DF >> D F D F D YF OD 


You crashed the wedding? 
No, I didn't crash the wedding. 
Well, you weren't invited? 


Well, I went to the church first. 


Does that make you invited to the reception? 


Joey invited me to the church. 

He said come along, Gar? 

Yes. 

So you did? 

Yes. 

But you had that recording on; right? 


Yes. 
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Q So was it your objective to get yourself invited to 
Bridget Asaro's wedding, the reception? 
A Yes. 
Q Let's talk a little bit about the recording procedure. 
You at times first met with the FBI before you got the 
recording device; right? 

At that particular -- 

In the beginning? 


Yes. 


Okay. So what would happen? Would you call them and say 


I'm going to meet with Jack Bonventre; I need a body wire? 


How did it work? 


A Basically that would be it. They would direct me where 


to go. 

Q So were you telling them where you were going, or were 
they telling you where to go? 

A They were telling me. 

Q Okay. So when you first met with Sandro, the call we 
started with this afternoon, they told you to go to Sandro? 
A Yes. 

Q Okay. You met with one of the agents -- it doesn't 
matter which one -- and they fitted you with a body wire? 

A Yes. 

Q And was that just a very small device that you wore 


someplace on your clothing? 
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I can't divulge that. 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Objection. 
THE COURT: Sustained. 
It was a recording device; right? 
Yes. 
It certainly -- it was a device that was not obvious to 
somebody who you were recording; right? 
Yes. 
That is the whole purpose; right? 
Yes. 
And when the device was activated, sometimes the agents 


would put a preamble on. Do you know what that is? 


What's a preamble? 

They would give their name, and me as a CW, and who I was 
going to meet with. 
Q So, for example, Agent Mininni would say this is Special 


Agent Mininni. It's October 22nd, 2015. I'm recording CW 


whatever. He's going to meet with Jack Bonventre. Right? 


A 

Q Once you got that -- once you were outfitted with the 
recording device, did you have the capability to turn it on or 
off? 

A 


So for whatever happened between the time period that you 
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got that device and the time period you returned that device 
was recorded? 

Correct. 

And you certainly were aware of that; right? 

Yes. 

So you didn't make any incriminating statements about 
yourself, right, that you didn't want the FBI to know about? 
A Only pertaining to the case. It's the only thing I could 
have done. 

Q Okay. And then their came a period of time where you 
yourself had the recording device; right? 

Yes. 

When was that? 


Throughout my cooperation. 


Maybe three years. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q A year into it? Two years into it? When was it? 
A 
Q 


Three years into your cooperation. Is it fair to say 
that you made recordings for about five years? 

Yes. 

For five years you recorded people that you knew; 

Yes. 

Lead a double life; right? 

(Inaudible response.) 

Right? 


Yes. 
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Q And no one suspected you; right? 

A Right. 

Q And so there came a point in time that you were allowed 
to hold the device. Was that abuse -- why was that? Why were 
you allowed to hold the device? 

A Because I -- sometimes defendant would call me and would 
want to meet me, like, immediately. 

Q Okay. 

A And I wouldn't have enough time to get in touch with the 
agent, so they would have to come down, and do the preamble, 
and everything. 

Q There came a point in time, you know, you're meeting with 
people, and you need the device fast; it wasn't a prearranged 
thing? 


A Correct. 


Q And the agents trusted you enough to be able to give you 


the device, and you could use it yourself; right? 
Well, I would call them first, yes. 
You'd call them and tell them I'm going to use it now? 
Yes. 
But when this happened, you had the ability to turn it 
off and on; correct? 
A Correct. 
Q At all times during your cooperation, you had ability to 


meet with people or not meet with people that you chose; 
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right? 
A That I was directed to go and see. 
Q Okay. But my question is you were at liberty; right? In 
other words, you weren't in jail? 
A No, I wasn't in jail. 
Q Okay. And you lived openly someplace with your daughter, 
I think; right? 
Yes. 
And you could come and go as you please; right? 
Yes. 
And if you wanted to go visit, say, one of your sister's, 
you could? 
Yes. 
You could meet with anybody that you wanted to. Nobody 
you can't meet with anyone. 
No, that's not true. 
That's not true? 
No. 


Tell me what happened. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 


If I was going to meet with the defendant or anybody else 
involved in organized crime, I would have to notify the 
agents. 

Q Okay. 

A And they would direct me, okay. Or no, you know. 


Q So you gave them the heads-up; right? 


NICOLE CANALES, CSR, RPR 


O Oo © N QO oO A O N >œ 


N N N N NNa à a a a a a a a y M 
an A O N > O O © N QO OA Aà O Na 


Valenti - Cross - Macedonio 


Yes. 

But what I'm saying to you is they weren't living with 

right? 

No. 

And they didn't live in the building you were living in; 
right? 
A 
Q So if you got in your car, and you met with somebody, and 
you didn't tell them, that's something that you could have 
done; right? 
A Yes. 
Q Okay. And the same is true if you wanted to speak to 
someone; correct? 

Telephone conversation? 

Yes. 

Yes. 

You could speak to whoever you wanted to on the phone; 
right? 
A Yes. 


Q And you had the ability to be able to record the 


conversations or to be able to alert the FBI that you needed 
to record a conversation; right? 
A 

Did you have a special phone -- 


MS. ARGENTIERI: Objection. 
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MS. MACEDONIO: It wasn't a great question. 
THE COURT: Could you rephrase the question, please. 
You had just your one cell phone; is that right? 
Yes. 
So what would the procedure be, then -- withdrawn. 
MS. MACEDONIO: May I have a moment with the 
attorney for the government? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
(Counsel confer.) 
Q Now, in the course of your recordings with Mr. Asaro, you 
talked about a lot of things that weren't -- that weren't 
true, right, for example, the joker poker machines; right? 
A They were true. 


Q The machines themselves, you had access to if somebody 


wanted to get involved; right? But you weren't dealing with a 


criminal from Las Vegas? 

No. 

So that part of the story wasn't true? 

Right. 

And the Social Security issue, that wasn't true either; 
right? 
A Correct. 
Q But you also talked about a guy from, I think it was, 
your assisted living place. Were you living in assisted 


living, at some point, after your operation? 
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A Yes. 
Q And you talked about you were tracking this guy; do you 
remember that? 
A Tracking. 
Q Yeah, those were your words; you were tracking him. 
There was an individual you were talking about getting $25,000 
from. Do you remember this? 
Oh, yes. 
Okay. 
Yes. 
And so this whole situation wasn't true either; right? 
Right. 
So you were creating a story that you were relating to 
Mr. Asaro about an individual -- was it an assisted living 
place? I don't want to mischaracterize it. 
A Rehabilitation. 
Q In the rehabilitation center that you were recuperating 


in, and you were talking about an individual who you thought 


you could get $25,000 out of; right? 


Yes. 

And this was meant to entice him; right? 

Correct. 

And you told him that he was from a Jewish family, and 
you thought they had a lot of money; right? 


A I don't really recall that. 
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Q Okay. What do you recall about it? 
A That it was -- I told him that I could probably get this 
money from this guy. 
Q Nothing ever came of that; right? 
A No. 
Q And did you also tell Mr. Asaro that you were taking bets 
at the rehabilitation center? 

Bets? 

Bets. Yeah, bets, b-e-t-s. Gambling bets. 

I don't recall that. 

You don't recall that. Okay. You don't recall telling 

. Asaro that you were taking bets at the recuperation place, 

and he told you, Gar, you're going to get thrown out of there, 
stop? 
A That wasn't bets, that was trying to get money from these 
people. 
Q Okay. Tell us what it is you told Mr. Asaro about the 
recuperation place. 
A That I could probably move some people in there for 
money. 
Q Okay. How many people did you tell them you could move? 
I don't really recall. 
Okay. Well, it was more than one? 


Two. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Two. Okay. There was the one that we just spoke about; 
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right? 
Yes. 
Who was the other one? 


Another person in there. 


Okay. Did you describe him as a wealthy African-American 


person? 
MS. ARGENTIERI: Objection. Could we have a 
sidebar, Judge? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
(Sidebar. ) 


(Outside the presence of the jury.) 
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(Sidebar.) 
MS. ARGENTIERI: I don't appreciate -- I don't 


appreciate the Jewish reference or the African-American 


reference. We have removed many racial epithets the 
defendant -- 

THE COURT: Let's -- I'm going to leave that, but 
let's just not get into that. 

MS. MACEDONIO: I was just trying to prompt him so 
he would know what I was talking about. 

THE COURT: But maybe just don't do that first. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Okay. 


(Sidebar concluded. ) 
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(In the presence of the jury.) 

Q So you said there were two individuals at the 
recuperation place that you talked about maybe getting money 
from; right? 
A It was fabricated, yes. 
Q You fabricated that to entice Mr. Asaro; right? 
A Yes. 
Q Nothing ever came of that; right? 
A Correct. 
Q Did you also, as part of the Social Security fabrication, 
tell him at some point that you were going to collect Linda's 
Social Security? 
A That I could have. 
Q Okay. Did you tell him that you could collect Linda's 
Social Security; she'll never know? 

Yes. 

Who's Linda? 


My first wife. 


My ex-wife. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q Your ex-wife? 
A 
Q 


And you told -- you were essentially telling Mr. Asaro 
this to entice him to perhaps do something with Social 
Security? 

A Well, he could have collected it on his wife also. 


Q Right. And so it was just another avenue of seeing if 
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you could get him to do something? 

A No, it was legal. It was a legal thing. I can claim my 
wife's Social Security, and he can claim his wife's Social 
Security. 

Q But we've already talked about the idea that -- 

A Well, you said, enticing, like to commit a crime. 
There's no crime. It's legitimate to do. 

Q That's fair. But we've already talked about the idea of 
Social Security, and that was part of the enticement, that you 
could try to get him to commit Social Security fraud? 

A There's no fraud in there. 


Q We previously talked about that, right, with regard to 


the $900 you were collecting and the $300 you were collecting? 


MS. ARGENTIERI: Objection. That misstates his 
prior testimony. 
THE COURT: I honestly don't recall that testimony, 
so if you want to lay a foundation. 
Q Do you remember when we talked about the first 
conversation that you had with Mr. Asaro, the phone 
conversation that you had with Mr. Asaro, in October of 2010? 
With the house? 
Yes. 
Yes. 
The Dearie property. When you began to talk about what 


is happening, what's going on, you talk about going to 
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Atlantic City and making a score; right? 

Yes. 

And you also talk about going to Social Security; right? 

Yes. 

And I asked you previously if that part of that 
conversation, part of telling Mr. Asaro that, was to see if he 
would be interested in going to Social Security office; right? 

No. 

You didn't say that? 

No. 

So when you were lying to him and telling him you were 


getting all this money from Social Security -- 


A That's what I said, I was collecting -- has nothing to do 


with enticing him to go. 
Q Okay. Had nothing -- you were not interested in bringing 
him to the Social Security office? 
A Correct. 
Q Do you remember talking to Mr. Asaro about an individual 
named James? 

James? 

Yeah, James. 

No. 

From the recuperation place? 

No. 


You asked Mr. Asaro should I do anything with James? He 
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says, no, Gar, you're going to end up in jail? 
A He might have been one of the two people. 
Q Do you remember saying on the recordings talk about your 
own lies? You said I have to make up my lies, as I go along. 
I can't go in there with them pre-scripted. Do you remember 
that? 
A Repeat that again. 
Q You said I have to make up my lies as I go along. I 
can't go in there with them pre-scripted? 

Pre-scripted? 

In other words -- 


Where are am I going into? 


Okay. Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q Let me break the question down. 
A 
Q 


Do you recall talking about lies at any point during the 
recording, you telling lies? 
A Yes. 
Q And do you recall saying that you make up your lies as 
you go along? 
No. 
No? That wouldn't have been something that you said? 
No. 
Did you at times make up your lies as you go along? 


No. 
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MS. ARGENTIERI: Objection. 
THE COURT: Overruled. 
Q So when you go in someplace, you have your lies all 


thought out? 


I don't know what you mean by -- you have a range, a very 
ride range what you're speaking of. And, no, I don't know 
what you're really trying to get at. 

Q Okay. So there were times when you meet with people and 
you're going to lie to them, right, whether it's about money 
or anything else? 

A About -- yes, money. 

Q Okay. And when you go into these meetings with people 
where you're going to lie, did you have your story thought 
out? 

More or less. 

Or do you make it up when you get there? 


It's more or less thought out. 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q So you think through your lies before you tell them? 
A 
Q 


Okay. Do you remember, during the course of the 
recordings, talking about how much money you owed out? 


A No. 
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You never talked about how much money you owed out? 

I didn't say that. I said I don't know how much money I 
owed out. 
Q I'm sorry. Perhaps you didn't understand the question. 
I wasn't asking you about the amount that you owed out, but 
just talking generally, you owed money to various people? 
A Yes. 
Q Do you remember saying I owe money to so many people that 
if a guy walked up to me on the street and told me I owed him 
money, I wouldn't be able to disagree with him? 
A Yes. 


Q Do you remember -- do you remember telling Mr. Asaro that 


you had prize box fighters when you were in Vegas? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


I don't know what you mean by having. 

That you managed them? 

That I managed? No. 

Okay. 

I drove them. 

You drove them? 

Yes. 

Where did you drive them to? 

I drove Mike Tyson, Hollyfield -- 

My question is where did you drive them to? 
Top-ranked gym. There were gyms that they practiced. 


Was this part of your employment at the limousine company 
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when you worked in Vegas? 

A Yes. 

Q But you didn't tell Mr. Asaro that somehow or another 
they were associated with you? 

Mike Tyson and Hollyfield? 

Just asking? 

No, I wouldn't be sitting here right now. 

Really? 

I'd be a multi-millionaire. 

If they were somehow associated with you? 

Well, if I was managing them. 

You'd be a multi-millionaire if you managed Mike Tyson? 
Or promoting, sure. 


Then you wouldn't have decided to cooperate; right? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Probably -- well, you know, I could -- I have a lot of 
remorse inside of me that -- 

Q Mr. Valenti, the question is if you were a 
multi-millionaire and you were managing Hollyfield and Mike 
Tyson -- 

A Yes, as long as I was away from that life. 

Q If you had the money, you wouldn't have decided to 
cooperate? 

A If I could take care of my family, yes. 

Q If you could take care of your family? 


A Yes. 
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Q When you say take care of your family, exactly who was it 
you were referring to? Just your youngest daughter? 
I had my youngest daughter, yes, and I had my wife. 
You had your wife in 2008? 


Yes. 


To take care of my family. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q And that was part of your consideration for cooperation? 
A 
Q 


When you say your family, you mean your second wife and 

youngest daughter? 

Correct. 

And there are loads of conversations within the 
recordings where you talk about the fact that your second 
wife, your family, the one you wanted to take care of, she 
wasn't with you; right? 

A No, she was with me, and then she had moved on -- we were 
never -- after my daughter was born, we were never -- we were 
together for my daughter, and then when she -- she had her 
life, and I had -- we were still married. She dated. She 
found a boyfriend, and I lived with my daughter for a while, 
and she lived with her boyfriend. And then my daughter was 
about maybe four or five years old, and she went to live with 
her mother, and I would see her every now and then. And I 
haven't seen them in years, two years now. Three years, 
maybe. 


Q So when you say you wanted to take care of your family, 
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that's the overarching reason for your cooperation. You were 
talking about yourself, fair to say? 
A And my family. 
Q But your family included whom? A woman that you didn't 
really live with? 

Well, she lived there. 

You're talking about you and your daughter? 

Correct. 

And you said your daughter moved in with her mother; 
right? 

Correct. 

And her mother was dating another man; right? 

Correct. 


So when you talk about you needed to take care of your 


family, you were really talking about taking care of you? 


Well, I moved into a lesser rent. 

But when you talk about financially taking -- 

No, I still took care of my daughter. I still gave my 
money for my daughter. I still had an obligation. 

And you got that money from the FBI? 

That's correct. 

But that was your obligation, right, sir? 

My obligation to take care of my family, yes. 


Your obligation to take care of that little girl that you 
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And my wife. 
The woman that was living with another man? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


And had nothing to do with taking care of yourself; 
right? 
A I was part of that family. 
You were the only one living there; right? 
A No, I was not the only one living there. I had my 
daughter living with me, I told you. And she moved with her 
mom later on. You're talking four years into it. 
Q So, then, ultimately, your cooperation money you got from 
the FBI went to benefit you; right? 
A No. 
Q Well, it was your obligation to pay; right? It was no 
one else's obligation to pay? 
It didn't benefit me. I took care of my family with it. 
You took care of your obligations. 
That's taking care of my family; that is my obligation. 
THE COURT: I think it's getting argumentative. You 
made your point, and he made his. 
MS. MACEDONIO: Can we break for the day? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
MS. MACEDONIO: Thank you. 
THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, have a lovely 


weekend. We will see you back on Monday morning. 
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(Outside the presence of the jury.) 

MS. ARGENTIERI: Judge, I don't know if you could 
hear it, but the defendant was very loudly talking throughout 
the cooperator's cross-examination this afternoon. I notice 
the jurors looking at him. It was extremely loud. If you 
could advise him -- 

THE COURT: I haven't noticed because I was looking 
at the jury. Let me just say -- 

THE DEFENDANT: Your Honor -- 

THE COURT: You don't have to defend yourself. It's 
not in your best interest to draw attention to yourself in 


this case. It kind of would make -- were it the case that you 


were speaking loudly during the examination, a juror might 


draw a negative inference against you; you don't want that. 

THE DEFENDANT: I wasn't talking to the jurors. 

THE COURT: I'm not saying that you did it. I 
didn't see you do it. 

THE DEFENDANT: Okay. 

THE COURT: I wasn't looking at it. I'm simply 
saying it's not in your best interest. Okay? 

MS. ARGENTIERI: With regard to the schedule for 
Monday, I just would like to get a sense from Ms. Macedonio if 
she thinks she'll be all day Monday, because then I won't 
bring witnesses. 


THE COURT: What do you think? 
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MS. MACEDONIO: I don't know. It's not going 
smoothly. 

THE COURT: You may sort of put it together. 

MS. MACEDONIO: I don't know that it's all me, 
Judge, I got a say. 

THE COURT: There's certain things that aren't 
understood. 

MS. MACEDONIO: I'm trying. 

THE COURT: And I do understand you're trying. 

MS. MACEDONIO: I think some of the stuff -- as far 
as the legalities of the cooperation agreement, I think we 


probably moved past them. I don't know that I'm going to keep 


going back to them. 


THE COURT: You don't need to keep going back to it 
anymore. 

MS. MACEDONIO: That may make it easier. It's the 
first time I've examined somebody that pled guilty to 
everything they didn't plead guilty to, but that being said -- 

THE COURT: He needed to review his agreement to see 
what was in it. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I think he has misunderstanding 
about what you were asking. 

THE COURT: He just didn't understand. He 
thought -- he had some conception that everything he did was 


in the cooperation agreement, and so he was assuming that if 
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he did it, and it was in the cooperation agreement, then he 
pled guilty to it. He just didn't recall his cooperation 
agreement, apparently. It wasn't reviewed with him in advance 
of his testimony. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Fair enough. I intend to go through 
the transcripts in some detail, with a different view of them. 
I certainly don't intend to play them again, unless, of 
course -- 

THE COURT: I assume we're going to be using the 
transcripts we have. 

MS. MACEDONIO: The government's book. And so, you 
know, to the extent he gives me what I want, it's easy. If he 


wasn't remember and we have to play the recordings again, it's 
more difficult. 

THE COURT: If you give him the transcript, he'll 
remember. 

MS. MACEDONIO: He has them, so -- 

THE COURT: Yes. But in terms of will he remember, 
if you point it out -- 

MS. MACEDONIO: Yes. 

THE COURT: So I don't think we'll have problems and 
require playing transcripts. I envision that. If it was 


inadmissible transcripts and only he heard -- 


MS. MACEDONIO: No, no, I don't think we're doing 


any of those. Just the ones the government has already moved 
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into evidence. And so I don't think I'11 be more than a day. 
It may be just until lunchtime. I'm just not sure. 

THE COURT: Could you have another witness ready? 
The shortest you will be is lunch? 

MS. MACEDONIO: Yes. Could the government just 
advise us who the witnesses will be so we can be -- 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I will e-mail you a list. I have 
already told you who the next cooperator is. 


MS. MACEDONIO: Will that be the only one for the 


MS. ARGENTIERI: It depends on how long his 
testimony and cross is. I underestimated how long 
Mr. Valenti would be on the stand. I'm going to e-mail you 
tonight or tomorrow a list of who the other witnesses will be 
for the week. 


MS. MACEDONIO: Will that include a second 


cooperator, if we get to that person? I don't want to be ina 


position where I don't have the materials. 

THE COURT: Will you get to -- actually it would be 
a fourth cooperator. 

MS. MACEDONIO: But the second one for next week. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: We're not calling a cooperator, I 
don't think, before Wednesday. 

MS. MACEDONIO: I would like to know over the course 


of the weekend who is coming. 
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THE COURT: Who is coming next week? That's fine. 
She'11 do that. 

MS. MACEDONIO: What I'm asking for is who the 
fourth cooperator will be, to the extent that they get to that 
person. The person is either coming next week or the week 
after. 

THE COURT: Is there any reason not to give her that 
information so she can be prepared for cross? 

MS. ARGENTIERI: No, I don't know who that is, as I 
stand here. 

THE COURT: I do understand that, but if you do -- 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I will let her know. 

THE COURT: -- develop a sense of who that is, if 
you would let her know, please. 

MS. ARGENTIERI: I will, Judge. 

MS. MACEDONIO: Thanks. It's been a long week. 

THE COURT: I understand. I know you have been 


given a draft of the jury instructions, and I know you've been 


busy in the last day or so. If you have time to take a look 
at it over the weekend, just give me whatever feedback you 
have. 

MS. MACEDONIO: I also think we have not responded 
to the government's request for forfeiture. 

THE COURT: Yes, you have not. I kept assuming it 


was because you didn't disagree. 
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forfeit. 


Proceedings 


MS. MACEDONIO: I don't think he has anything to 
I just need to take a look at it. 
THE COURT: That's fine. 


MS. MACEDONIO: Thank you, Judge. 


(Proceedings adjourned.) 
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WITNESS 


GASPER VALENTI 
DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. ARGENTIERI 
CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MS. MACEDONIO 
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EXHIBITS 


Government's Exhibit 115, 116, 123A 


Government's Exhibit 95 and 402 


Government's Exhibit 142A, 142B, 142C 
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